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God’s blessed rainbow crowned my day. 





God’s Part, and Ours 
One of the perils of the victorious life is laziness, 
— laziness either in thinking or in doing, or in both. We 
come to see the blessed truth that living victoriously in 
Christ is a matter of faith, just as is salvation. Then 
somehow we: get -into the slovenly habit of thinking 
that, since it is God’s power and strength on which 
wé are to rely, there is nothing left for us to do. A 
speaker at one of the conferences at America’s Kes- 
wick this year said; “God does for us. one hundred 


asked how it had happened? The father replied: 
“It was the same old way. I prayed all night for my 
boy, and this morning at the family altar he surren- 
dered.” Those who pay the price in prayer réceiwe 


fore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? 
and your labour for that which satisfieth not?-hearken 
diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and 
let your soul delight itself in fatness.” 


That Daughter of Caleb — ; 


chains and necklaces slip through our fingers. 
Dearly loved they are because of the touch of 
old memories that clings to them, but dull and un- 


()'sz again the old: jewel box is opened; its 


wouldest thou? Who answered, Give me a blessing; 
for thou hast given me a south land; give me also 
springs of water. And he gave her the upper springs, 
and the nether springs.” 


burnished with age and disuse,—all but the gems. Perhaps Achsah thought her dowry too inadequate 
ght to percent of what God alone can do. But he expects uS These flash and gleam still as they did in the heyday for so noble and heroic a husband. The Oriental peo- 
. to-do one hundred percent of what we alone can do.” of their magnificence. ples are often so under the iron rule of custom in 
‘exas God has seen to it that we have his written Word for So it is in the jewel box of the Book. Long chains respect to weddings and dowries, that sometimes the 
"a doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction, but we there are of genealogical and chronological chapters, children of the third generation are forced to finish 
ames must read it, and study it, and meditate upon it, and which sometimes may seem a bit shineless and monot- payment on the marriage debt of a grandparent. If 
ie obey its admonitions, God will see to it that we awake nous, until we accept them as a necessary setting for then an earthly husband may expect so much, what 
in the morning in time for our quiet time, if we ask the jewels that are most. surely there,—jewels of have we to bring to our Ishi, the Lord off Heaven and 
him, but it is up to us to get out of bed and bestir such beauty and value that the study of them beneath the Bridegroom of our hearts? Not that we may 
ourselves. In the twentieth chapter of Second Chron- the microscope of prayerful meditation is very worth dream for a moment of meriting his great salvation, 
icles there is a remarkable illustration of this great while business indeed. 5: — God forbid! But a life span is all too short in 
truth. The Moabites and the Ammonrtites had gathered One of these gem passages is found in Joshua 15: which to redeem the time, cultivate the gifts, and use 
in great numbers to invade Judah. Humanly speaking 18, 19, a little two-versé narrativé about that daughter the talents that the Holy Spirit has given to us. 
it was an impossible situation. Yet the enemy was of Caleb. ‘Her name, Achsah, means “anklet,” which Whether or not she thought of the dowry part of 
defeated without Judah having to strike gne blow. as we know, was then ah important part of feminine it, this wonderful woman. did feel cramped with the 
God, by setting their enemies one upon the other, did adornment. And. since there was character in these smallness of her personal inheritance. And out of 
for them what they could not possibly have done for old names, we may be-sure that as a Christian, Achsah the fullness of her heart, she asked for its extension, 
themselves and thus delivered them. Yet, if we read would have adorned the Gospel of our Lord Jesus a request that was instantly and blessedly granted. 
the account carefully, we shall find that there were a Christ. She must have stood out as a compelling figure But let us look a bit more closely at this Achsah. Let 
number of steps that Judah did take to bring about this among the thousands of commonplace Israelites of us make our Asiatic bow and sue for acquaintance, 
victory. First, there was a recognition of God and of that time, just as the Achsahs of this day stand out, for she is one of God’s noblewomen. Three character- 
his mighty power. Jehoshaphat prayed, “O Lord God occupying-a large place of power and usefulness in istics are hers, all of which are just as requisite in 
of our fathers, art not thou in heaven? And Christian communities now. us if we too would receive from our ‘Father in 
rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen? Othniel, the splendid young soldier, was to have this ‘Heaven. 
And in thy hand is there not power and might, so Achsah girl for his own; a3 the promised reward for First, a seeking heart. She was unsatisfied with pres- 
that none is able to withstand thee?” (v. 6.) Then his capture of Debir, the City of Books. And the ent attainments. She knew her need. This feeling was not 
there was a remembrance of what God had already matter was being arranged by Father Caleb when vague and undefinable, but’ was crystallized into defi- 
done for his people, for Jehoshaphat reminded God of there occurred this marvelous bit of dialogue, so full nite and sincere desire. Perhaps here lies a reason for so 
how he had delivered them in the land of Egypt and of spiritual meaning: much failure in our Heavenward approaches. We-ask, 
as they came up through the wilderness. Then there “And it came to pass,-as she came ‘unto him, that and with some measure of earnestness, but the burden is 
eae was a reminder of God’s promise to hear and answer she moved him to ask of her father a field: and she soon forgotten. There is no real seeking heart back 
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when they came to him and cried for help (v..9). 


lighted off her ass; and Caleb said unto her, What 


of. our asking, no inward-.ache such as -cried through 
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David’s lips, “As the hart panteth after the water 
brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God” (Psa. 
42: 


Ba, 

Peter Campbell, a saintly Wesleyan, once said, “I 
seek God every day of my life as much as I did on the 
day I first found him.” And this seeking resulted in 
a life, a personality, the very essence of which was so 
devoted, that the old pastor could not enter a room 
without the thoughts of every one present being turned 
Godward. “Draw me,” entreats the writer of the 
Canticles, “we will run after thee” (Song of Sol. 1: 4). 
Shall we not pray also for this drawing on our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit, that our seeking may have in it 
that quality which cries, “I will not let thee go, except 
thou bless me” (Gen. 32: 26). 

Another gfeat gift was possessed by this Achsah, 
that of asking lips. With her, definite need meant 
definite expression of that need.. Perhaps some day 
when the seals are broken and the life book of each 
one of us is opened to our understanding, we shall learn 
to our amazement how often we received not simply 
because we asked not. Or because we asked amiss. 

The godly Fletcher was wont to say, “The first 
Christian grace is humility, the second in importance 
is — Lumility, and the third is also humility.” Coming 
down along the line then, perhaps the tent Christian 
grace is holy boldness. Surely a commingling of the 
tWo is necessary in.our asking. Achsah was humble. 
She lighted off her horse, and she gave her fiancé 
abundant opportunity to conclude the business for Ker. 
Humility is‘but another name for courtesy and respect. 
Also this girl was bold: Unhesitatingly she let Father 
Caleb know that the south land was too poor for 
cultivation. It was dry and’ arid and’ needed the 
springs of water, even-as our hearts need streams from 
the valley of. Berachah to water their cold indifference. 
Oh, that we might speak to our Father, with a pur- 
pose that will brook no denial, not only the grateful 

aaant hast given me,” but the more blessed. “Give me 
a so ” . 

The third thing we are glad to find in this Achsah 
is her receiving faith. No half-heartedhess, no double- 
mindedness, — she had asked: and asked’ rightly, and 
with all her heart she expected to receive. How easy 
it was after all! How easy it may be for us! Caleb, 
the faithful one, met her more than half way. Before 
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she could frame the “If thou wilt,” before she had 
spoken even one word, his loving eye had noticed her 
modest hesitation, and her evident desire, and kindly 
the question came, “What wouldest thou?” It was 
written on his face—the great father-heart of him; 
just as if he had said, “You are my child, my own, 
now ask what ye will and it shall be done unto you.” 
Oh, how could she help believing? She could not in- 
deed, and it was because she knew him. 

And he gave her a double portion, the upper and 
the nether springs. Highlands with their cold, plung- 
ing mountain streams flowing through, and rich, grassy 
lowlands full of bubbling springs of water. Mountain- 
top blessings, and wells in the Baca-valley of tears. 
It is the way fathers have of giving and it is the way 
our Father gives. “If ye then, being evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto your children, how much more 
shall your Father which is in heaven give good things 
unto them that ask him” “(Matt. 7:11). He is the 
“how-much-more”. giver, the double giver. Not only 
deliverance from the death penalty of sin, but from its 
immediate power ; not only assurance that we are his, 
but victory and abounding joy; not only blessing in 
green pastures, but patience in suffering and peace in 
the Valley of Shadow. Wonderful gifts and more 
wonderful Giver! 

A few years ago a worn and depleted missionary in 
the Orient went for the hot season to the cooler and 
more restful atmosphere of the hills. Here the tired 
nerves relaxed somewhat and the body. began to build 
up. But there was a deeper need to be met. This mis- 
sionary had, as an Irish saint quaintly expressed it, 
“scraped the old barrel of prayers clean and dry and 
was needing a new barrel entirely.” With a bursting 
heart the Book was opened one morning and the knee 
bent. Then the Holy Spirit came and gave this little 
two-verse narrative about Achsah. ‘Why,” exclaimed 
the weary hearted one, “I am Achsah! And my 
Father is here—I will ask for the springs of water.” 
Ask she did, and ere long her joy was made full. 

Yes, it is even as he, the Son of this giving Father 
hath said, “He that believeth on me, as the scripture 
hath said, from within him shall flow rivers of living 
water.” Not streamlets, but the Nile, the Amazon, 
the Mississippi, the Hoang-ho, the Columbia — rivers 
of living water! 





Is the Whole Bible Written to Us? 


Is the Bible, composed of sixty-six books, making 
‘the inspired Word of God, for us or not? Can we 
put it in the hands of our children and tell them, 
“This is God’s Word to you”? Or must we say that 
when they read one part it is only for the Jews, and 
that Timothy was addressed only to him, and Titus 
only to Titus? Wouldn't a child naturally ask, “Well, 
how am I to know what is for me?” I would appre- 
ciate an answer in Notes on Open Letters.—A North 
Dakota reader. 


The whole Bible is written for us, but not every- 
thing in the Bible is written to us. When God said to 
Abram, “Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and: from thy father’s house, unto a land that 
I will shew thee,” those words in the Bible are not 
addressed to us. One coming upon this passage in 
God’s Word would not have any right to say that God 
necessarily wants us all to get up and leave our coun- 
try and our kindred. Similarly there are many prom- 
ises found in the Bible which God made to Israel, and 
which were conditioned upon Israel’s serving him and 
remaining in the land that. he gave them at the eastern 
énd of the Mediterranean, which are not addressed: to 
us as Christians today. There were laws for the 
Israelites, under the old dispensation of law, which 
are not laws for us today: in the dispensation of grace. 
One’ of these required. the death-penalty fer a man of 
Israel who “gathered: sticks upon the sabbath day.” 
The man was brought before Moses and Aaron, “And 
the Lord: said' unto. Moses, The man shalf' be surely put 
to death: all’ the congregation shall stone him with 
stones without the camp. And all the congregation 
brought him without the camp, and stoned him with 
stones, and: he died; as the Lerd commanded Moses” 
(Num. 15: 32-36). There is no such law. of Ged’ ad- 
dressed to Christians in this age of. grace. 

Many other passages of Scripture can readily be 
found which. are not written to us. But every word 
in the Bible is written for us. 

. How are we to know. what is for us, and what is 
to us? “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 
workman. that needeth not to be ashamed; rightly 
dividing the word: of. truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). Rightly 
dividing the word. of truth. is distinguishing between 
what God lays upon: us: as duties today: and: what. le 
does- not; distinguishing the different: dispensations or 
ages recorded: in the Bible, in. which God: made differ- 
ing provisions or regulations for his people at. differ- 
ent times. A little book that has had: wide circulation, 
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bringing blessing to many, was written by the late Dr. 
C. I. Scofield, entitled “Rightly Dividing the Word of 
Truth” (Philadelphia. School of the Bible, cloth 50 
cents, paper 25 cents). It is well worth the careful 
study. of Christian people, for it sets forth briefly, sim- 
pl¥, and clearly some of the principles that show from 
the Scriptures what is written for us and what is writ- 
ten to us in the Word. 

But let us always remember that the whole Bible is 
of inestimable value and blessing to all of God’s chil- 
dren. For “all scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto 
all good works” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 


— 
“Lest They Should Be Converted” 


Will you please explain to me what ‘Jesus meant 
when he spoke to his followers as he did in Mark 
4:11, 12: “Unto you it is given to know the mys- 
tery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are 
without, all these things are done in parables: that 
seeing they may see, and not perceive; and. hearing 
they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time 
they should be converted, and their sins should be 
forgiven them.”——An Iowa reader. 


Those who refuse to have God’s teaching cannot 
understand God's teaching. Those who will not be 
saved cannot be saved — until they are willing. If they 
continue to the end of. this life incorrigibly. set against 
God, his truth, his light, and his salvation, they have 
made their own salvation impossible. 

The Lord. Jesus Christ, in Mark 4: 11, 12, was quot- 
ing Isaiah 6:9, 10: The Old Testament prophet was 
commanded of God to speak to Israel’ and’ say: “Hear 
ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but 
perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat, and 
make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they 
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and: un- 
derstand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.” 
It is a terrible fact, but itis a fact, that the proelama- 
tion of truth. to those who will not believe the truth 
hardens and intensifies their unwillingness and conse- 
quent inability to. understand the truth. This is one 
of the laws of life ordained of God. 


The apostle Paul, when, as a prisoner in Rome, he_ 


had called the Jews. together and opened: to them the 
Scriptures and taught them about Jesus from the law 
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and the prophets, quoted: this same passage~ from 
Isaiah; but the Holy Spirit who wrote all the Scrip- 
tures, Old Testament and New, directed Paul to state 
the ‘same truth in another way, and we read in Acts 
28:27: “For the heart of this people is waxed gross, 
and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have 
they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears; and understand. with their heart, 
and should be converted, and I should heal them.” 
Here we see the Jews closing their own eyes “lest 
they should-see . . . and should be converted.” 

In other words, this is an example of what is found 
elsewhere in the Scriptures, which often.make both 
God. and man responsible for the same action and_re- 
sults: God’s sovereignty over all in establishing laws 
binding upon all is seen throughout the Scriptures. 
Man’s free will to trust God or to reject God is seen 
equally ‘throughout the Scriptures. When Moses 
brought repeatedly to Pharaoh God’s command to. let 
the Israelites go out of Egypt, we read that Pharaoh 
denied God’s authority: ‘Who is the Lord, that I 
should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not 
the Lord;. neither will I let Israel go” (Exod. 5:2); 
then. that. the Lord “hardened. Pharaoh’s heart, that 
he hearkened” not: unto them” (7:13); then that 
“Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, neither did: he hearken 
unto’ them” (7:22); then that “when Pharaoh saw 
that there was respite, he hardened his heart, and 
hearkened not unto them” (8:45). Pharaoh was re- 
sporisible fer. the hardening of his own: heart; and 
God’s laws determined the hardening of Pharaoh’s 
heart. 

The “Commentary €ritical and: Explanatory on the 
Whole Bible,’ by Jamieson, Fausset. and Brown 
(Doubleday, Doran’ and €o., New York, $3.50° net),. 
makes the fellowing comment on the parallel passage 
in Matthew 13: 13-15: : 

“Therefore speak f to them in parables — which our 
Lord, be it observed, did: not begin- to do till his mir- 
acles were malignantly ascribed to Satan. Because 
they seeing, see not — They. ‘saw,’ for the light shone 
on them as never light shone before; but they ‘saw 
not,’ for they -closed: their eyes—and hearing, they 
hear not; neither do they understand-— They ‘heard,’ 
for He taught them who ‘spake as never man spake ;’ 
but they ‘heard not,’ for they took nothing in, appre- 
hending not the soul-penetrating, life-giving words 
addressed to them. In Mark and. Luke fas-in Mark 
4:12], what is here expressed'as a human fact is 
represented as the fulfilment of a Divine purpose — 
‘that seeing they may see, and not perceive, &c. The 
explanation of this lies in the statement of the fore- 
going verse —that, by a fixed law of the Divine ad- 
ministration, the duty men voluntarily refuse to do, and 
in point of fact do not do, they. at length become 
morally incapable of doing. And in them is: fulfilled 
—rather, ‘is fulfilling,’ or is receiving its fulfilment— 
the prophecy of Esatas.... They were thus judicially 
sealed up under the darkness and obdurancy which they 
deliberately preferred to the light and healing which 
Jesus brought nigh to them.” 


=< 


Is Romans 16: 22 Inspired? 


While I hold to the belief that the Bible 1s the 
Word. of God, I am unable to give a satisfactory rea- 
son for so terming such averse as Romans 16: 22. 

The difficulty is that Paul: did not write it, and it 
seems unreasonable assumption to say that he dictated 
it. i 

This question may seem like quibbling over insig- 
nificant trifles, but even for conscience’ sake we must 
have some basis for holding such verses as inspired 
if we refuse to concedé that tke Bible simply contains 
the Word of. God. : 


As this is an urgent matter in my spiritual life, I 


trust your help may not be greatly delayed—A Cen- 
tral American reader. 


The verse that troubles this. earnest reader occurs 
in the closing chapter of ‘Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, 
and reads as follows: “I Tertius, who wrote this 
epistle, salute you inthe Lord.” In the preceding and 
foltowing verses Paul‘ sends the greetings of Timothy, 
and Luke, and Kinsmen, and. of Gaius his host, and of 
stilf ether Christian brethren. In the midst of these 
greetings from members of the family of God occurs 


the sahitation of Tertius, Paul’s amanuensis, to whom _ 


Paul by-inspiration had’ dictated the great Epistle. 

Why should there be any difficulty in understanding 
that the saltitation 6f Tertius was inspired by the Holy 
Spirit like all ‘the rest of the letter? It is quite pos- 
sible, on. the one hand, that: Paul in naming: the various 
brethren whose greetings he included told: Tertius to 
include‘ his own greeting: in. the first person, as 
amanuensis. ‘Then: this would plainly be inspired. On 
the ether hand; the Holy Spirit: may have directed 
Tertius, with Paul’s approval, to: insert that verse 
as from. Tertius. It would. then. be equally inspired. 
The inspiration: of the New Testament was net limited 
to any one writer. Matthew and Mark, Luke and 
John, Peter, James, Jude;: all wrote equally. by inspira- 
tien; why not Tertius in: this single: verse. if the ‘Holy 
Spirit ‘so: directed? One thing. is certain; Romans 16: 
22 is: part of: the Scriptures, and. “all scripture is given 
by. inspiration. of God” (2 Tim. 3: 16). 
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~The Bible, the Health Institute of the Soul 


How it cleanses; nourishes, and strengthens 
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ried a large advertisement for a famous institution 
known as the Sandow Institute, .where those 
whose health had been broken by disease or worry 
could recover their strength and return again to work 
and the normal duties of life. It is probable that 
thousands of people by the Sandow: treatment were 
restored* to robust health and given. many additional 
years of active life during the last half century. 
Spiritually men-and: women are constantly attacked 
by dangerous forces that deprive them of strength, rob 
them of the power they ought to have, and make them 
incapable of meeting ‘victoriously the great spiritual 
battles of life, or of engaging in the mighty construc- 
tive work of the kingdom of . And. yet, it is 
certainly the purpose of God for us that we should 
be strong. “Be strong in the Lord, and in the power 
ef his might” (Eph. 6:10). “Quit you like men, be 
strong” (1 Cor..10:13). “The God of Israel is he 
that giveth strength and power unto his people” (Psa. 
68:35). And if this is the purpose of God for us, it 
is reasonable to expect that he has. graciously made 
some provision whereby those who are weak may be 
made strong, and those who find themselves in con- 
stant defeat may come to know the conquering experi- 
ence of restored power. A-careful reading of both the 
Old and’ New Testaments makes it clear that such 
divine provision may be found primarily in one place — 
in the Word of God, as one of the later passages of 
the Bible so clearly declares, “I have written unto you, 
young men, because ye are strong, and the word of 
God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked 
one” (1 John 2:14). Thus, of the many ways of 
looking at the power of the Scriptures as they relate 
to daily living, in this article we confine ourselves to 
the consideration of the Word of God as the health 
institute of the human soul, the place where strength 
is renewed, and power is found again. : 
Let us return for a moment to the Sandow Insti- 
tute. One can assume, without too closely following 
its particular method, that a patient would undergo 
the following treatment while he was under its care: 
a thorough diagnosis, for discovering the exact trouble 


F< many years British journals regularly car- 


-that was causing the weakness; thorough cleansing, for 


removing as far as possible all dangerous impurities ; 
proper food, wholesome and abundant, regularly taken; 
and, finally, proper and sufficient exercise. 


Di1aGnosis 


No physical weakness is without some cause; and 
no spiritual exhaustion and incapacity can exist with- 
out sufficient reason for their presence. And until 
the cause of the trouble, in either case, is discovered, 
treatment is of little value— indeed, might prove dan- 
gerous. If power is lacking in the life of the Christian 
and one is constantlys-experiencing a condition of 
weakness, it is perfectly evident that some sin, known 
or unknown, is at the root of the trouble. It is the 
work of the Word of God to locate that sin, and con- 
vict one of its nature and wrongness. This is made 
clear, in many ways, but in none more compelling than 
in the meaning of a remarkable word in the promise 
of 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.” The word translated “confess” 
is the Greek word omologeo, which in turn consists 
of two words, omo, meaning “the same, identical,” 
and, /ogeo, meaning “to say, to speak.” Thus the word 
“confess” literally means, “to say the same thing as 
another,” that is, “to agree with, consent.” 

Two people are talking: the one spoken to agrees 
with the one speaking. And when it comes to the 
problem of sin, the one speaking is God. Confession 
is man agreeing with God’s verdict. And where can 
God speak to men today but in his Word? He cer- 
tainly is not speaking through the secular press, or 
the movies, or our great universities, nor through our 
modern literature. One doés not hear of people com- 
ing under conviction of any particular sin when in 
contact with these forces. God speaks to men through 
his Word. That is why the Bible is called the Word 
of God. It was when Nathan said to David, “Fhus 
saith the Lord God of Israel,” that David cried out, 
“I have sinned against the Lord” (2 Sam. 12: 7-13). 
David’s sin is probably not ours, but what of our hab- 
itual prayerlessness, our lovelessness, our indifference 
to the lost, our neglect of opportunities for testifying 
to Christ, our unchristian practices, an absorption in 
pleasure, a lust for fame or reputation, our selfishness 
and greed? No power on earth can convince one that 
these things are sins except the Word of God, and 
until they are found as such, we can be sure that real 
spiritual power and fruitfulness in our labor for him 
will not be manifest. No one returns from the theater 





No one returns from the theater to fall down at 
his bedside and confess his sins to God. Young 
people are not closing our contemporary books 
of fiction, which treat sin in such a naked way, 
and then pouring out their souls to God asking 
forgiveness. It is the Word of God that uncovers 
sin and leads to confession. David said, “ Where- 
withal shall a young man cleanse his way? by 
taking heed thereto yy ony Boe thy word.” 
There is the secret of a true knowledge of sin 
and the owly source of cleansing. In this study 
Mr. Smith shows how the Word of God diagnoses 
our trouble, provides the remedy, and gives new 
d strength for service. 








to fall down at his bedside and confess his sins to God. 
Young people are not closing our contemporary books 
of fiction, which treat sin in such a naked way, and 
then pouring out their souls to God asking for for- 
giveness. Science is finding the germs of physical 
diseases, but can never discover the roots of spiritual 
disorders. If a Christian longs for real power in his 
spiritual life, he must permit God to diagnose ac- 
curately his condition, and discover the sin that is 
sapping the strength of his soul. 


CLEANSING 


After detecting the sin that is weakening us, God’s 


plan is to wash away its defiling and deadly poison. 
A few weeks ago I was in a home where a fifteen- 
year-old girl was twisted and doubled up with a terrible 
ailment which was thought to be rheumatism. As 
the case grew daily worse, it was decided to remove 
her to the hospital, but before doing so, as a last re- 
sort, the doctor suggested having an X-ray made of 
the teeth. A single abscess was found, and the tooth 
was extracted. Within forty-eight hours this pre- 
viously helpless child was walking back and forth to 
school and free from every kind of pain. And in a 
similar way, unconfessed sin shuts off communion with 
God, robs us of peace, destroys our joy in his service, 
closes our lips in prayer, cools our passion for the 
salvation of the lost, darkens the truth of God, and, 
weakening us, lays us open to every attack of the evil 
one. What we need is the sin cleansed away, and 
this is the exact treatment that God has provided in 
his Word. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.” The word here translated “to 
cleanse,” is the Greek word katharideo, from which 
comes our word cathartic, and means just what we 
understand by that word, namely, “to cleanse, to make 
clean, to remove by cleansing,” and, hence, “to free 
from the defilement of sin, to purify from wickedness” 
(Thayer). As in the matter of diagnosis, so in this 
of cleansing, the means by which it is accomplished is 
the Word of God. 

On the way to the garden our Lord said to his 
disciples, “Now ye are clean through the word which 
I have spoken unto you.” Again, in the garden, when 
praying, he asked the Father to “sanctify them through 
thy truth: thy word is truth” (John 15:3; 17:17). 
The Psalmist ‘well knew the efficacy of the Word in 
its ability to cleanse from sin. ‘“Wherewithal shall 
a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto 
according to thy word” (Psa. 119:9). To what glo- 
rious heights the apostle Paul has lifted this truth, in 
his Ephesian letter (5:25, 26), “Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it; that he might sanc- 
tify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
word.” How this miracle takes place we need not 
ask here, and possibly could not fully describe or ex- 
plain, but every devout reader of the Holy Scriptures 
can bear testimony to the fact that any period of 
prayerful meditation upon its pages brings a cleansing, 
a refreshing, a restoration to power and purity that 
cannot be obtained in any other way on earth. There 
is no force in all the world to cleanse our hearts from 
sin’s defilement like the cool, sparkling, refreshing, 
and pure water of the Word of God, ever flowing to 
men from the throne of his Grace. 


Drier 


Diagnosis and cleansing, without which no patient 
can expect recovery, are, however, not sufficient for 
complete restoration of strength. The successful re- 
moval of a tumor could easily be followed by death if 
the patient refused persistently to partake of sufficient 
and wholesome food for the rebuilding of broken 
tissues.. Strength comes only from partaking of that 
which gives strength. In the physical realm God has 
ordained that it should be found in bread and meat, 





in milk, vegetables, fruit, and the things that have 
life. In the spiritual realm he has ordained that it 
should be derived from spiritually living sources, and, 
mainly, from the Word of Life. “Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4; Deut. 8:3). It 
is interestng to note how frequently the Word of God 
is described as food in the Scriptures. “I have treas- 
ured up the words of his mouth more than my neces- 
sary food” (Job 23:12). Twice the Psalmist likens 
the Word to honey (Psa, 119: 103; 19:10), concern- 
ing which Spurgeon characteristically remarked, ‘He 
who put the sweetness into them had prepared the 
taste of his servant to discern and enjoy it.” Two of 
the greatest prophets of the Old Testament, and the 
author of the one prophetic book of the New, all speak 
of eating the Word. Thus Jeremiah, in a well-known 
passage, “Thy words were found, and I did eat them; 
and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine 
heart: for I am called by thy name, O Lord God of 
hosts” (Jer. 15:16; Ezek. 2:8 to 3:3; Rev. 10:9, 10). 
Three times in the New Testament the Scriptures are 
referred to as milk (1 Pet. 2:2; 1 Cor..3:2); once 
it is compared to meat (Heb. 5: 12-14; cf. also John 
4: 32; 34} -1-"Tam. @: 6). 

It is as unreasonable to work hard each day, with 
mind and body, wearing down their tissues, and draw- 
ing on their strength, and expect to keep strong, with- 
out regularly partaking of wholesome food, as it is 
to expect to labor in the great work of God among 
men, and to combat successfully the supernatural 
powers that war against the soul, without finding con- 
stant renewal and nourishment for depleted spiritual 
resources. Being born again by the Word, how natural 
it is that we should live by it. 


EXERCISE 


The last step in this miracylous renewal of energies 
in the souls of Christian men and women is that of 
exercise. Suppose a patient to have entered the San- 
dow Institute with a painful intestinal trouble, which 
was wasting his body and destroying his vitality. A 
correct diagnosis discovered the nature of his trouble; 
cleansing with various medicinal preparations and a 
carefully prepared diet had given him back his former 
strength and had removed all signs of the former 
trouble. ‘His weight was again normal, his color was 
healthy, his appetite was splendid. In every way he 
was a well man. Just at this point the doctor sug- 
gested to him that he should walk a certain distance 
each day and gradually work up to a normal amount 
of exercise. To this the patient strenuously objected. 
He preferred to remain in bed, to be wheeled out into 
the sun each morning and afternoon, and to have 
trays of delicious food served to him while sitting up 
in a wheel-chair. He was enjoying some fine reading 
(even his Bible), and was being visited each day by 
delightful, charming friends. But to exercise he re- 
fused. It then became the duty of the physician to 
tell him that, having reached a condition of normal 
health, if he persisted in remaining in bed, he would 
gradually lose the strength he had recovered, and 
would ultimately find himself not only incapacitated 
for real work, but might be attacked by some disease 
due to inactivity or over-eating which would prove 
fatal. It might be an easy life that he had chosen, 
and, possibly, to some degree, an enjoyable one, but 
it would be a useless life, and the work which naturally 
belonged to him would never be done, and no growth 
in wisdom and strength and power would ever be his 
as he constantly shirked the problems and tasks of life. 

Constantly the Scriptures insist upon putting into 
practice the truth that God reveals to us in his Word. 
Our Lord was exceedingly careful to emphasize this 
at the conclusion of his Sermon on the Mount, a point 
so easily missed as we read his words. Both of these 
men were building: one on rock, and the other on 
sand. The two foundations corresponded to the atti- 
tudes of the two men to the Word. Both of them 
heard the Word. The difference was not in the hear- 
ing, but in the doing. The one who built upon the 
rock heard the Word, and acted on it. And just here 
is the reason for such vast difference between Chris- 
tian people. Two children of God may feed upon 
the’ same Word, believe the same Word, love the 
same Word, and both defend the Word with equal 
fervor. But one puts the Word of God into daily 
practice, and goes. from strength to strength; the other, 
forgiven, cleansed, and fed, prefers a life of ease, 
void of all burden and work, and, ultimately, neces- 
sarily, loses whatever power he may have had, be- 
coming a pigmy in the kingdom of God, when he 
should have been a giant. 

Half a century ago, Phillips. Brooks called our at- 
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tention to this truth, in a sermon on Matthew 4: 4. 
“The Word of God includes two notions, one of rev- 
elation and one of commandment. Whenever God 
speaks by any of his voices, it is first to tell us some 
truth which we did not know before, and second to 
bid us do something which we have not been doing. 
Every word of God includes these two. Truth and 
duty are always wedded. ‘here is no truth which has 
hot its corresponding duty, and there is no duty which 
has not its corresponding truth. We are always sepa- 
rating them. We are always trying to learn truths as 
if there were no duties belonging to them, as if the 
knowing of them would make no difference in the 
way we lived. That is the reason eur hold on 
the truths we learn is so weak, When every truth. is _ 
rounded into its duty, and every duty is deepened. into 
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its truth, then we shall have a clearness and consistency 
and permanence of moral life which we hardly dream 
of now.” 

We are not to be hearers of the Word only, but 
doers also (Jas. 1:22). 

Surely, “The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring 
the soul” (Psa. 19:7). God ever is able to answer 
our prayer, “Strengthen thou me according unto thy 
word” (Psa. 119: 28). , 

E. W. Bullinger’s words, written years ago, are 
probably more true today than when they were writ- 
ten: “The root of all the evils which abound in ‘the 
spiritual sphere at the present day lies m the fact that 
the Word and the words of God are not fed: upon, 
digested, and assimilated as they ought to be.” 

CovincTon, VA. 
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The New Presbyterian Seminary — 
By Oswald T. Allis, Ph.D., D.D. ; 








question is being widely debated since the an- 

nouncement was made that Westminster Sem- 
inary would open its doors this autumn. The answer 
to the question is simple. The General. Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. meeting at 
St. Paul, Minn., in May ef this year made a, radical 
change in the organization of Princeton Seminary — 
the oldest, largest, and. most outstandingly conserva- 
tive of the institutions under its control. It abolished 
the old Board of Directors, which for mere than a 
century. had kept the seminary loyal to, the Standards 
of the Church. .}t established a new board of control 
and made that board’ “inclusive” of the different shades 
of opinion represented: in the Presbyterian Church — 
conservative, pacifist, liberal — with the conservatives 
in a decided minority. An “inclusive” board opens the 
way to an “inclusive” policy; liberals on the board 
means liberals on the faculty. With Princeton an 
inclusive seminary, conservatives in the Presbyterian 
Church have felt it imperative to found a new school 
for the unquestionably conservative training of an 
evangelical ministry. Consequently the reorganization 
of. Princeton is directly responsible for the organization 
of a new. seminary. The institution which is thus 
started will be independent of Assembly control, not 
because those whe are active in the movement are 
disloyal to their church, but because in order to be 
loyal to the standards of their church, they are forced 
to free themselves from the domination of its liberal- 
ized machinery. 

Westminster Seminary will be first of all a school 
for the study of the Bible. To know the Bible is the 
great need, as ignorance ef it is the great lack of many 
Christians and. even of many Christian ministers. 
Books about the Bible were never more numerous. 
But many of them display woeful ignorance of its 
contents or an: attitude of hostility to it. The Bible 
is a very simple book. The little child can say, “Jesus 
loves me! this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” But 
the Bible is also a very profound book; and contains 
things hard to understand. A sword is dangerous in 
the hands ef the unskillful; and the sword of the 
Spirit has a sharp edge. If the minister is to wield 
that sword effectively, he needs careful instruction. 
Such instruction must include: 

Apologetics—The Bible is distinctly a supernatural 
book. It speaks of God. as Creator and Ruler of the 
universe and of man as made in the image of God; of 
man’s fall and God’s plan to redeem, a plan involving 
prophecy, miracle, incarnation, atonement, resurrec- 
tion; of regeneration, sanctification, and eternal life. 
These are “foolishness” to the “medern” man. Hold- 
ing an evolutionary philosophy that treats special cre- 
ation as a myth, miracles as legendary, and God as a 
doubtful hypothesis, he cannot but rejeet the pervasive 
supernaturalism of Scripture. The very. first verse of 
the Bible is a stumbling-block to him. It is the func- 
tion of Christian: Apologetics ta show the reasonable- 
ness of Christian: faith. t 


Biblical Introduction—How. did we get our Bible? 
Have we a correct text? Are there only sixty-six 
“canonical” books? Did Moses write the Pentateuch? 
Who wrote the Fourth Gospel? Such questions are 
troubling the minds of intelligent laymen. The date, 
the integrity, the authorship of the books of the Bible 
—here is a great battlefield where the evangelical 
Christian tries conclusions with the “Higher Critic.” 


, Exegesis—Because the Bible is the Word of Ged it 
is most important to know. hew to interpret it. The 
Bible has often suffered. grievously at the hands of its 
“interpreters.” .. Interpreting the Bible “scientifically” 
means to the Modernist restating its redemptive super- 
naturalism in. terms of the evolutionary naturalism of 
science falsely so called. This is not interpreting the 


We start a new. Presbyterian Seminary? This 


Bible, but misinterpreting it, not explaining it, but 
explaining it away. The minister who would interpret 
the Bible truly needs supremely the iHumination of 
the Holy Spirit. But he needs also the very. best 
equipment and training. He should have a competent 
knowledge of the languages of the Bible (Hebrew and 
Greek) that he may study it intensively in the original, 
making constant use of dictionary, grammar, concord- 
ance, and of the best commentaries. Equally important 
is it to study the Bible extensively, to know it as a 
whole. “The infallible rule of interpretation of Scrip- 
ture is the Scripture itself.” The purpose of exegesis 
is to find out what the Bible says, not to make it say 
what we think it ought to say. 


Biblical History.—The Bible is a book of history. 
It is the record of God’s dealings with a peculiar peo- 
ple; and it culminates in the life of a unique Person. 
Sacred history is the most momentous chapter in the 
life of the world. But sacred history touches world 
history at many points. Egypt cradled Israel; and it 
cradled Jesus Christ.- Roman soldiers crucified the 
King of the Jews; and Roman legions déstroyed the 
city that rejected him. To know the history, the 
geography, the manners, customs, beliefs, of these 
ancient peoples is of great value to the student of the 
Bible. It is against the background of history that 
the religion of the Bible stands out most clearly as 
being in the world but not of it. 


Theology.—The Bible is a book of doctrine. The 
facts of the Bible are important; the meaning of these 
facts is no less important. It i$ well to know that 
Christ died upon the cross; it is still better to know 
why he died—to save sinners. The Bible tells us 
both. Our age is said not to care for doctrine. If so, 
it does not-care for the Bible, which is full of doctrine. 
John 3:16 is as doctrinal as a verse could well be. 
The great doctrines of the Bible are revealed pro- 
gressively, The Old Testament is often denounced 
as inferior to the New. This is unjust. The Law 
was a scuoolmaster to bring men to Christ. But the 
Law was no less of God than was the Gospel. It is 
the function of Biblical theology to study the develop- 
ment of revelation. The doctrines of the Bible should 
also be studied systematically. The truths that it re- 
veals concerning God, man, sin, salvation, the work of 
the Spirit, the future life, and the like, need to be set 
forth in logical and orderly fashion that the glorious 
perfection of the Gospel may be fully manifested. 
Systematic theology is rightly called the Queen of 
the Sciences. One whose duty it will be to declare 
unto men the whole counsel of God needs to devote 
much time to the study of theology. 

Christian Ethics —The Bible is a very practical book. 
Its. doctrines have a bearing upon life; and its ethical 
teachings are very clearly set forth. “Be ye holy; 
for I am holy” is-its imperative command: The Ten 
Commandments, which Christ came not to destroy but 
to fulfill; are most tremendously applicable to the 
life of today. His New Commandment should govern 
the life of the Christian. 


Church History—In studying his Bible the student 
needs often to be reminded that he is not the’ first. to. 
con its pages, that his generation is riot the first to 
feel the impact of the Gospel. Precious truths have 
been lost sight of by one age to be recovered by a later 
age at the cost of blood and tears. Heresies have been 
refuted in one age only to appear anew to trouble and 
mislead a later one. ‘New thought” may be but an- 
other name for hoary error. To know the history’ of 
Christianity enables one to test the shibboleths of the 
present by the wisdom and experience of the past. 

Homiletics and Pastoral Theodlogy—To have a mes- 
sage is of prime importance. But hardly less important 
1s it to be able to deliver it effectively. Oratory is a 
gift, but a gift that can be cultivated. Defects can be 
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corrected; and: talents improved: The preparation and 
delivery of sermons needs careful training. The ex- 
perienced preacher can. share his experience with the 
neophyte and save him‘ many.a failure and his early 
congregations many a regret. The: young minister 
needs to be familiar with the best methods of chureh 
work, He should understand: the organization of the 
local..church. that. he may. be: an- efficient pastor. He 
also needs to understand the relation in which that 
church’.stands to the denomination of which it is a 
part, that he and his people may be loyal to its claims 
and. have their proper share in. its work. 

Missions —Finally . the: minister needs to realize the 
magnitude of the. enterprise in. which he is engaged, 
which is the fulfillment: of the Great. Commission. He 
needs to know: the need: of the world; beth at home and 
abroad;: that whether he goes- as a foreigm missionary 
er whether he stays im: the homeland: he may be a 
missionary at heart, summoning. his people to-do their 
part to hasten. the coming: of- that glad day. when every 
knee shall bow-.to: the Christ of whom: he:is the*servant 
and ambassador. 

It: is net possible at present to: publish a complete 
list’ of the faculty for: the year 1929-1930, Dr. 
Robert Dick- Wilson: will be in: charge of: the Depart- 
ment of Semitic Languages and:Old ‘Testament Intro- 
duction.. He will-be assisted. by» the Rev. Allan A. 
MacRae, a recent graduate of. Princeton Seminary, 
who: has for twe- years been studying the ancient lan- 
guages at the University of. Berlin. Old Testament 
History and. Exegesis will be taught by the present 
writer. Dr. J. Gresham Machen will occupy the New 
Testament Chair. He will be assisted by the Rev. 
N: B. Stonehouse, Th.D., an alumnus of Princeton 
Seminary whe recently received: the degree of Dector 
of Theology. at the Free University of Amsterdam. 
Noted preachers and pastors will be invited: to give 
instruction in Homilectics' and: Pastoral Theology until 
a permanent incumbent for..this chair can be secured; 
and: experienced: missionary leaders will present the 
cause of missions. 

Westminster Seminary will be located temporarily 
at 1528 Pine Street, Philadelphia. . This building, 
which. has been placed: at the disposal of the seminary, 
is centrally located and: will provide classrooms, library, 
assembly. room, and: dining hall. Lodgings will be 
secured for the students in the vicinity; and the effort 
will be made: to: give them such financial aid as will 
meet the ordinary need. Applicants. for admission 
must be able to present a college diploma.or an equiya- 
lent. certificate of the completion of. a regular course 
of academic study. ‘Fhey should apply as early as 
possible to. the Registrar, the Rev. Paul Woolley, 18 
South Sixth Street, Philadelphia. 

Westminster Seminary has as yet no endowments; 
and. the: gifts and pledges that have been already re- 
ceived are meeting only the immediate and most press- 
ing need. It is: hoped: and confidently expected that 
this great adventure of faith will appeal to many of 
God’s people in all parts of the country and. that they 
will rally to its support:.. Contributions should’ be sent 
to Mr. Morgan. H. Thomas, Treasurer, 18 South Sixth 
Street, Philadelphia. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Teaching by Objéct Lessons 


By Ruby Almond 


Many symbols of the Word of God are given in the Bible. 
When the symbols themselves can be held up before chil- 
dren they get a clear idea of what the Bible should mean 
tothem. These object lessons make possible such teach- 
ing. The two lessons here given constitute the conclud- 
ing article in the fine series begun. some months ago on 
Teaching by Chemistry.” . 


The Peek-a-Week Club 


Regurrep: A hand mirror and a Bible. 


qs? OF THE Messsace: God never expects you to 
do anything. without his help. his mirror in 
my hand tells me only one thing — what I look like. 
God has given us another sort of mirror which tells 
us first what we really are inside and: second what we 
ought te be.. This is. God’s special mirror for. us. 
(Held: up the Bible in your free hand.) I see you 
are surprised to- have a book given you as a mirror. 
The only way to find out if it is a good mirror or 
not is to use it. . 

What does it tell me en this page? (Open and read 
1. John 4: 20.) “If a man. say, I love God, and hateth 
his brother, he is a liar.” Did I hear yow' say this 
morgping, “I hate Susie Jones, she is so ‘stuck up”? 
Yet, you. think you are a Christian. ? 

When you camé past the shoemaker’s house. this 
morning. on the way to Sunday-school, did you hold 
your little chin. high and look down on those Italians? 
Very likely. you did. not call them Italians either, did 
you? This mirror that God has given you says, “An 
high look, and. a. proud heart . . . is sin” (Prov. 21: 4). 


_When Bob played you a mean trick yesterday, what 
did you de? God's mirror says, “Doest thou well. to 
be angry?” (Jonah 4: 4.) 

_ How well this mirror tells us: what we are! It is 
just as good at telling us what we can be and what 
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Lesson for Septemper 15 


“we ought to be... You must discover, it for yourself. 


Take, nobody’s word for it, find out for yourself. 


1 once knew a very little girl called Betty. She had_ 


been afraid to go to school at first, but now she was 
happy to go because she loved her teacher, Miss Hol- 
lister, Betty soon found out that Miss Hollister liked 
to see her class with clean hands, tidy hair, and neat 
dresses. Betty had always been so busy at playing 
that she never cared whecher she was dirty or not. 
She had not been going to school long before her 
mother found her in front of the big mirror each 
morning. She wanted to be sure that she would please 
her teacher. : : 

If it is necessary to look in an ordinary mirror to 
see if your tie is straight, don’t you think it is neces- 
sary, too, to look into God’s special mirror to see if 
you are walking straight? A lot of folks are members 
of the Peek-a-Week Club. They think that they can 
keep up a good appearance in God’s sight if they take 


‘a little look into the Bible each Sunday morning. 


‘(Pick up your Bible, open just enough to see a word 
or two, then lay it down again.) Some are even too 
lazy to do that, and they let their Sunday-school 
teacher or the preacher do the “peeking” for them. I 
don’t know what you think about them, but I think 
the Peek-a-Weeks are a cheap lot. If I were you, I 
would join the Look-Every-Day Club. 


Three and the Bible 


Succestep: A blackboard. Start off the talk with a 
large 3 at the top of the board. Fill in as you talk. 


IST or THE MessaceE: Three is to us a very im- 
portant number. In mathematics we have the 

Rule of Three. Our God is triune: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. We in his imag> are three: body, mind, 
and spirit. When we get up to talk we tend to divide 
our topic into three parts. You will find that num- 
bers play an interesting part in religion. 

In our study of threes we shall look first at the 
three places for the Bible: : 

(1) In your pocket —that you may refer to it often 

(2) In your head —that you may have it ready for 
instant use 

(3) In your heart —that it may use you 

Then there are three ways to read-the Bible. Eye 
reading does you no good and perhaps much harm. 
It is a bad habit to read without getting the meaning. 
If you read’ mechanically and because you think you 
ought to, you are fooling yourself. Never read the 
Bible with a little thought as you usually turn out 
the Lord’s Prayer. You read with your brain when 
you grasp what you are reading, but that does you lit- 
tle good. It does not go far enough. The Bible was 
not written only to be read and undersiood; it is to 
be read and obeyed. Therefore, the only way to read 
is with the heart,—a heart that leaps at the call of 
duty and love to full service. The Bible has a par- 
ticular message for you, but you have to find it. 

Our study of threes brings up before us the three 
personal relationships emphasized in the Bible: 


GOD ME YOU 


All are bound together by ties we cannot break. The 
hand that stretches up to God must also reach out to 
help somebody else. God and you and I may all work 
together for the glory of the kingdom of God. 

At the end the blackboard reads: 


Places Ways Persons 
In your pocket With your eyes 
In your head With your brain Me 
In your heart With your heart You 


New York Ciry. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communicaticns, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times;-and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Your letters to girls have many 
times been a blessing to me. Now I am bringing my own 
“Girl’s Problems” to you and I am praying that —if it is 
His will—I may receive help and guidance through you. 

My husband and I are pastors of a small church and 
among our young people we have one girl for whom we are 
burdened. She is about fourteen and is—or has been— 
the most cynical girl I have ever met, and has appeared 
to scoff at many of the higher things of life. Her home 
life doubtless explains this, for her mother is one of the 
lowest of characters, drinking and carousing continually. 
Her immorality is of the worst and is flaunted openly, con- 
sequently all knowledge of the holy things of life has been 
given to this girl in the basest way, resulting in the cynic. 
But, thank God, his power is able, and last Sunday she 
was saved through the precious blood of Jesus Christ. Yet 
_she still needs help to save her from being caught in this 
awful! whirlpool of sin, and I don’t know how to doit. Her 
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mother’s “friends” present a danger to her, more so as 
plans for the summer include a trip to camp composed ot 
people who are not Christians. How can I warn this girl? 
She is very reticent, and I fear it is never good to force 
a confidence. Do you think a talk with all of my teen 
age girls on life problems would be goad? If so, should I 
first ask consent of their mothers? I am not a mother; 
I have not been out of the teen age many years myself. 
Yet I love girls and am frequently their confidant. Should 
I hesitate because of this? Or would you advise seeking a 
private interview with this girl, attempting to lead to 
some of ‘these things? I do not want to destroy her new con- 
fidence in me, for it has taken months to get next to her. 
What shall I do? She must be he.ped, for another year or 
two may free her from or bind her in a life of sin. Will 
you please ask Times readers to pray for her and for me 
that I may have wisdom according to James 1:5?—A 
CHRISTIAN WORKER. 


Bos CHRISTIAN WORKER: The case of the 
girl you are describing is not unusual. The most 
natural thing in the world for a girl to do, when the 
Holy Spirit is working with her and in her, is to be 
cynical and try to throw you off the track. She did 
not want you to know the facts, for there was a fight 
on and the enemy did not want you to have any en- 
couragement. Oh, how truly you speak when you 
say you do not know how to guide this soul through 
the “awful whirlpool” of sin. You must have the faith 
that will believe that God is more in‘erested in this 
soul than you, and he alone can guide her through, 
But do you see your opportunity in talking with God 
about her? Oh, you can completely change the whole 
environment of that girl by your persistent and earnest 
prayers on her behalf. You have your Lord inter- 
ceding with you, and he understands all about the 
girl as you never can, and he knows how to help, but 
it-is for you to ask this guidance and thus help her 
in the best way possible. 

As. to talking to girls about all the mysteries of life, 
you must be careful. So much has been said and writ- 
ten in this age of so-called freedom, that we have but 
little modesty left. If you feel that the parents or 
rather the .mothers should be consulted, you will 
find that hardly any two mothers think alike in these 
matters. But if you could arrange a few talks, and 





? 475 


have the subjects given to the girls, perhaps on a 
slip of paper, and have them take them home and 
show them to the mothers, so that they would know 
just what you were doing, I think you would have 
their sympathy instead of their censure. And if a 
mother did not wish her daughter to come, she could 
forbid it. Oh, if our girls would only be womanly, as 
their knowledge increases, it would prevent so much 
of immorality in thought as well as action. The Cre- 
ator is left out of so many books, and so many writings 
omit the sacredness of certain truths, and emphasize 
the ethical and man-made theories of life, which to me 
rob the present generation of all that is beautiful and 
godly. Life is such a wonderful gift of God, oh, do 
try with the help of God himself to show your girls 
all that is marvelous and great in the works of his 
hands. And the greatest of all is the marvel of our 
own bodies and the beauty of their completeness. You 
can so well follow these talks with the purpose God 
has for each individual girl, showing that the honoring 
of the body will honor and glorify him. 

Have you ever given this one particular girl glimpses 
of youi own life in offering her your own home hos- 
pitality? Does she get a chance to see the way a 
Christian home is difected? Has she any pictures 
from real life to compare the good with the bad? 
We are so apt to try to help folks at long distance, 
when a close companionship, such as the Lord would 
give, does more work and has more influence than all 
the sermons that may be preached. Perhaps you have 
other women in your church who would reach out and 
be motherly and warm in their hospitality, and be 
willing to be friends with those who have not so much 
in the way of culture and pure living. If this par- 
ticular girl has had no opportunity to know and see, 
try the object lesson of giving her the beauties of 
holiness as it is lived in the home. Make her hungry 
for righteousness, because of its attractiveness. 

No, my dear, never hesitate on account of your age. 
God can and will use you no matter what the age, and 
to the young it is an added help when the young per- 
son is earnest in offering salvation and is living a 
yielded life. God bless you as you pray and work for 
the overthrow of the enemy! 








A Russian Christian’s joy over his 
new found treasure 








His First Bible 


By I. S. Prokhanoff 














It is hard for those brought up in a Christian land to realize what it would mean to be without Bibles. This story 

gives an idea of the joy that a first copy of the Scriptures brings to a true believer. It is taken from The Gospel 

in Russia, the organ of the All-Russian Evangelical Christian Union, which is distributing Bibles in that land 

where they are so badly needed. Those who desire to have a share in the work may send gifts to the All-Russian 
Evangelical Christian Union, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 


Ukraine, Russia, Gorbochoff, a Russian Chris- 

tian, was walking along toward a farmhouse 
where a group of Christians were holding meetings. 
As he strode along he was humming a Gospel hymn. 
Finally he reached the white, comfortable house and 
found his Christian friends waiting to greet him. 

When Gorbochoff hada chance to speak to the gath- 
ering he said: “Brethren, in our village there are no 
believers except those in my own family. We feel 
that we ought to make the Gospel known among the 
villagers, but I have no Bible. Don’t you know some 
one who could sell me this Book?” 

“My dear brother,” replied the leader of the congre- 
gation; “we have but one Bible for this whole assembly, 
and it is kept here on t e table of the meeting room. 
And we do not know where one can be bought. It 
is only through the kindness of a Christian brother 
that we have this one. We have been writing to many 
places about Bibles, but everywhere we receive the 
same reply, that there are no more Bibles: to be had.” 

Poor Gorbochoff was puzzled. ‘He loved the Bible 
with all his heart and it seemed hard to believe that 
he could not get one. By walking a long distance he 
could hear the truth once a week at this meeting, and 
then he would have to live a whole week on what he 
heard there. 

For. a long time he had been imagining how wonder- 
ful it would be to have a Bible. He would picture his 
little family gathered about God’s Word, and it seemed 
as if the Lord himself would be standing there teaching 
them. What a joy that would be! 

Then Gorbochoff turned to the assembly and said, 
“Let us pray that God may send us a Bible.” His 
Christian friends joined him in prayer that night, and 
for many nights after that. A whole year passed and 
still there was only one Bible. 

One night, in 1927, as Gorbochoff entered the meet- 
ing room, he realized that something had happened. 
There-stood the leader with a leaflet in his hands, and 
he was saying to the assembly: “In the city of Lenin- 
grad the Holy Bible is just being printed, and here 
is a sample sent us by our brethren.” 


Ou fine winter night several years ago in the 





Gorbochoff, scarcely able to believe what he heard, 
called out, “May I get one, too?” 

“Anyone who wants one may have it,” answered 
the leader. 

For a long time the little assembly studied the leaflet 
and talked about the new copy of the precious Mes- 
sage from God, until finally they all united in a prayer 
of thanksgiving, 

Word was sent to Leningrad that Gorbochoff wanted 
a Bible. As he waited impatiently for the package to 
come, he would often run to the station some distance 
from his house and ask whether there was anything 
for him. Finally one day he was told that there was 
something for him. But he had no money to pay for 
the Bible. What was he to do? He was a farmer and 
at that particular time he had nothing to sell. Then 
he remembered a Christian family who lived at some 
distance from his farm. He hurried over to their 
house, succeeded in borrowing money, came back to 
the station, and paid for the Bible. 

_When he reached home his family gathered about 
him to see the new treasure, and his hands trembled as 
he opened the package. 

. “Here it is, the Bible!” exclaimed Gorbochoff, press- 
ing it to his breast and sobbing. 

There and then the tittle family joined in praise and 
thanksgiving to God and in singing Gospel songs. 
Then they all put on their best clothes and had a sort 
of thanksgiving dinner. 

After dinner Gorbochoff took a sheet of paper and 
wrote the following letter: 

“Oh, my dear brethren! how happy I am that the 
Lord has heard my prayer and answered it! For a 
long time I have been without a Bible. I asked many 
people where I could get one, but no one could tell me. 
I thank the Lord*for having disposed your hearts to 
print the Bible! If you only could know what a joy 
it has brought to my house! And now our family 
possesses the Book of books!” 

Folding the letter, he put it in an envelope stuck 
together with flour, and addressed it to “The All- 
Russian Evangelical Christian Union, Leningrad.” 
New York Ciry, 
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LESSON H. SEPTEMBER 15. 


TEACHING THE LAW OF GOD 
International Uniform Lesson.—Nehemiah 8: 1-18 
Golden Text.—The opening of thy words giveth light.— Psa. 119: 130 











The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


rHAT is man’s chief end? “Man’s chief end 
W : to glorify God, and enjoy him forever.”— 
Shorter Catechism. 

The Historical Setting 

Nehemiah remained at Jerusalem for at least twelve 
years (5:14): The actual rebuilding of the wall itself 
occupied only fifty-two days (6:15). This was due 
to. God’s miraculous prospering of the work (6: 16). 
It may also be recalled that though the wall had been 
broken down, the materials more or less remained on 
the site. Yet clearly this rebuilding was the Lerd’s 
doing and it was marvelous in the people’s eyes, Elul 
(6:15) was the seventh month of the Babylonian 
year, and thus partly corresponded to the seventh 
month of the Jewish year. This month marked the 
completion of the Jewish agricultural and ceremonial 
year (Lev. 23). It was a happy circumstance there- 
fore that it was the month in which this present task 
of rebuilding the wall should be completed. And we 
can well betieve that God’s hand was in the conjunc- 
tion of circumstances. 


Verse by Verse 


Nehemiah 8: 1.—All the people gathered themselves 
together. Note the connection between this public 
occasion with what had taken place about one hundred 
years earlier under Zerubbabel and Jeshua. Nehemiah 
and Ezra evidently intended that their own proceedings 
should be regarded as a continuation of the acts of 
their godly forefathers. Before the water gate. Prob- 
ably that was close to the ancient palace by the court 
of the guards (3:25, 26). The water gate would lead 
to the Gihon stream. Between this and the Temple 
there still exist on the old wall the ruins of a great 
projecting tower. 

They spake unto Esra the scribe. Observe the beau- 
tiful spirit of co-eperation between Nehemiah and Ezra, 
Nehemiah had been made the governor of the province. 
But Ezra exhibits not the least trace of jealousy. And 
Nehemiah on his part recognizes Ezra’s office, and 
so far from seeking to keep Ezra in the background 
takes occasion to invite his co-operation. This is a 
lesson in teamwork for our boys and girls and young 
people, and not less so for ourselves (Phil. 2: 3). 


Verse 2.—Ezra the priest brought the law before the 
assembly. It seems that during the thirteen years that 
had elapsed since Ezra had first come to Jerusalem 
there had been an absence of godly civil governors. 
They had even been oppressors to their poorer com- 
patriots (5:15), and it was very unlikely that such 
men, would make any public declaration of the law 
possible, seeing that therein their own evil deeds would 
be condemned. 


Verse 3.—Those that could understand. This very 
likely refers to the children. It is a warning, if any 
were needed, for training our children today to at- 
tendance at the house of God. Provision was made in 
the law that it should be publicly read at stated times. 
Note this characteristic of God’s revealed religion, the 
desire for the fullest publicity, And contrast it with 
the secretiveness of all man-made religions. God 
willeth to have “all men to be saved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). 

Attentive. Note the impressiveness of the omission 
of this word as it is in the origifial. The people’s ears 
were to the book. For the moment there was noth- 
ing else in all the world to which they could be drawn. 
At the same time, our word “attentive”. is a striking 
one. It means held to something, stretched out so as 
to. reach something. Attention is partly voluntary and 
partly non-voluntary. Non-voluntary attention is in- 
duced by anything that excites interest on its own ac- 
count. We have to arouse in our children the exercise 
of voluntary aftention. A better term would be voli- 


+-<tional .attention -becausé .it «means -attention induced by 


a direct .act of the. child’s- will. -.This depends 1 
interest. And this interest, so far as our word is 
concerned, may well-be. aroused as the result of prayer, 
for it is itself the work of the Holy Spirit. It is his 
to make vivid the realization of the urgency of God’s 
truth (John 15:26; 16:8, 14). 

Verse 5—Opened the book. Untolled it. It would 
be in the form of a long strip of writing material 
wound on sticks. As it was. unwound from one stick, 
it was wound onto the other, 

Verse 8.—And they read . .. distinctly. The read- 
ing of the Bible is the best preaching. Man’s word 
may be weak and faulty, as it often is. God’s Word 
is living and powerful. How careful. therefore. we 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 119 : 97-104. 
Primary Topic: Studying God’s Word. 

Lesson Material: Nehemiah 8; 1-18. 

Memory Verse ; Teach me thy way, O Jehovah.—Psa. 86: 11, 
Junior Topic : Studying. God's Word. 

Lesson Material: Nehemiah 8: 1-18. 

Memory Verse: Psa. 86: 11a. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic : Finding Joy in God’s Word. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: The Call for Trained Teach- 
ers. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for ‘printing in the lesson helps is 
VS. 1-3, 5, 6, 8-12 
1 And all the people gathered themselves together as one 
man into the broad place that was before the water gate; 
and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of 
the law of Moses, which Jehovah had commanded to Israel. 2 
And Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly, 
both men and women, and all that could hear with under- 
standing, upon the first day of the seventh month. 3 And 
he read therein before the broad place that was before the 
water gate | from early morning until midday, in. the pres- 
ence of the men, and the women, and..of those that could 
understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive 

unto the book of the law. 


S And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; 
(for he was above all the people;) and when he opened it, 
all the people stood up: 6 and Ezra blessed Jehovah, the 
great God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with 
the lifting up of their’ hands: and they bowed their heads, 
and worshippec Jehovah with their faces to the ground. 

8 And they read in the book, in the law of God, ? dis- 
tinctly; and they gave the sense, *so that they understood 
the reading. 

® And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the 
priest the scribe, and the Levites that taught the people, 
said unto all the people, This day is holy unto Jehovah your 
God; mourn not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when 
they heard the words of the law. 1@ Then he said unto them, 
Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send 
portions unto him for whom nothing is prepared; for this 
day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye grieved; for the 
joy of Jehovah is your ‘ strength. 11 So the Levites stilled 
all the people, saying, Hold your peace, for the day is holy; 
neither be ye grieved, 12 And all the people went their way 
to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and to make 
great mirth, because they had understood the words that 
were declared unto them. 


1Heb., from the light. *Or, with an interpretation. 
8Or, and caused them to understand. ‘Or, stronghold. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generaily indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








ought to be in training our pupils in the audible read- 
ing of the Scriptures. There is a needed and urgent 
reminder here also for superintendents and ministers. 
There should be nothing slovenly or perfunctory in 
any public reading of the Word of God. We need 
quietly to uplift our hearts to God for grace on every 
occasion of embarking on this sacred task. 





Ezra’s Bible School 
By Amos R. Wells 


ZRA and Nehemiah, heroes of olden days, they 
thought to holda Bible school in great Jehovah’s 
praise; they made no blare of trumpet, no roll of 
stirring drum, but they set a noble fashion for all 
the time to come. The school was by the water 
gate, within a spacious square, and the people of 
Jerusalem were brightly thronging there. The old 
folks came, the young folks came, and all the folks 
between: -that pioneering Bible school, it was a gal- 
lant scene! Now Ezra had a pulpit and stood 
against the sky, and with him thirteen worthy men 
upon the platform high; thirteen noble leaders they 
and worthy to bear rule; assistant superintendents, 
they officered the school.. Then Ezra made the 
opening, prayer as-all. the people rose, and:all -the 
- people said. ‘* Amen””. so. reverently. at. the close; 
and all the people bowed their-heads upon-that solemn 
sound, and worshiped great Jehovah with their faces 
to the ground. Then Ezra took the Bible and read 
it loud and’ clear, so loudly and distinctly that all 
the folks could hear; and teachers scattered here 
and there throughout the listening throng, explained: 
the sacred sentences as Ezra went.along. So all the 
people heard the Word, and each one understood, 
and all the people knew the law was merciful and 
good, and all.the people made the law their fixed 
and happy rule, which was the testing and the proof 
of Ezra’s. Bible school. 
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Verse 9.—Mourn not, nor weep. Wisely these men 
of God sought to preverit the people from being swal- 
lowed up with overmuch grief (cf. 2 Cor. 2:7). 
Wisely also they probably feared lest the emotion pro- 
duced by the reading of the law might evaporate in 
mere sentimentality. And they therefore sought to 
direct the expression of it inte sane and helpful chan- 
nels. If. they had been enriched with holy things, it 
was fitting that they should show the effects of it 
all in practical’ gratitude by sending gifts to their 
poorer folks: ° 


A Lesson Qutline 
1. The Word of the Lerd 
2. The knowlédge of the Lord 
3. The joy of the Lerd 
4. The life of the Lord 


Golden Topics 

1. The importance of God’s Word,—tlIf our pupils 
are to. grow up into Christ they need to be fed upon 
“the sincere milk of the word” (1 Pet. 2:2): Nothing 
can. ever take the glace of. this. For Christians and 
churches .alike, it seems to be an. unvarying law that 
where there is the regular knowledge: and apprehen- 
sion. of the Word of. God: there is growth. And where 
this is lacking there is decay. 4 

2. Enjoyment:—This' passage gives us a happy op- 
portunity for showing the pupils afresh that to be 
truly Christ’s is to be truly joyeus. Every bit of joy 
and: gladness that comes into their lives is God’s good 
gift te them. Teach. them: en the ene hand not to 


forget the Giver in the enjoyment of the gift, and on, 
the other hand: net to be afraid’ te enjoy it. Our Lord . 


compared his band of disciples to guests at a wedding 
party. We forget when we read these familiar words 
what ioy and’ even: merriment they: connoted. Let us 
teach the young folks the difference between merriment 
and vulgarity. 


3. The joy of ..e Lord—This means: , 

(1) The joy that the Lord himself has. Though 
he was a man. of sorrows and acquainted with grief as 
no other has ever been, yet he was also a man of joys. 
And the reason was because he so perfectly loved his 
Father that the Father’s will for him was always good 
and acceptable and perfect. 

(2) The joy that the Lord himself gives. 

(3) Joy that has the Lord himself as its object. 
Get the pupils to learn to share their joys with the 
Lord Jesus. To look up to him in the least of their 
pleasures and tell him how much they are enjoying 
themselves. Incidentally this will afford a searching. 
test of the character and quality of our pleasures. 

4. The difference between joy and happiness——Hap- 
piness depends upon what happens, our outward cir- 
cumstances. Joy depends upon the heart’s inward con- 


dition. And-when that joy is in the Lord it is a mighty. 


source of strength. If we are looking only for the 
happiness of cuter circumstances we become mere but- 
terflies, and never grow up to anything worth while. 
If Christ himself is our joy, then there comes to us 
a fixity and strength of character that: will stand: the 
test of dark days as well as: of bright ones. 


5. The sending of portions—lIf the joy of the Lord 
is in our hearts it will show itself in our lives. The 
Lord Jesus went about doing good (Acts 10: 38). 
The Practical Aim 

To learn to enjoy God. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class” 


The method: of providing these questions~is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search. . 
ing character. They are written 4 several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff— Mr. Howden; Professor 
Associate Editor, of the -Times, Mr. Lane... ‘Have you 
tried assigning St-tlie“ question’ ‘to different.mem-. 
‘ ~bers of your -class,+tetting them. *see- whether “they can 
discover the answérs. as° given'in the - following, issue? 


Wiss very familiar word of Scripture came from’ 


Ezra’s lips during the events described in Nehemiah 
SP. 


2, What modern. teaching institution is modeled’ on 
Ezra’s teaching of the law of God. at that time? How? 


3. What was Ezra’s textbook ‘for this first “church | 


school” ? 

4. What: religious observance followed Ezra’s* teaching 
concerning®* ‘the joy of the Lord”? 

-5. How: many times do you find Ezra mentioned in 
Nehemialy 8 as the leading figure’in these events? 

6. What other great leader of Israel had previously 
caused the law to. be read tothe people? . 2 
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‘—and just about a 


“Lesson for September 15 


zy. What -leader hadcommanded’ that it should be read 
at least every. seven. years? 


8: What prophet told of a day when a new law would 
be: written. on» the heart? 


9; Does God do anything more for us than to give us 
his law? (Personal.) 


ro, What joyous thing did Paul -say about God’s law? 


rz. Name some of the points in profitable Bible reading 
for oneself. 


12. Name some important features in Bible reading te 
listeners, 


13. How only. can the realization of sin in the light of 
God’s Word\bring joy? 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


od 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert -Ellis, Ph.D., D.D.* 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Princrp_e oF CorrELATION.—Connect with 
the lesson related truth from other. sources. 











HE facts of the lesson in themselves are very 
important, and significant, and had we no other 


related instances or Scripture, we could easily gather 
‘ the great importance of the law of God and the effect 


of it when sincerely read upon those to whom it comes. 


‘But all: this is doubly impressed when the facts of the 


. 


lesson are studied in the light of the history of: Israel 
and its previous relation to this law of God. Had the 
command of Moses been diligently obeyed through 
the years, to read the law to the people every seven 
years, it.is probable that the sad apostasy which sent 
them into exile might have been stayed~ (see Deut: 
31: 9-13). Had every leader of Israel been as faithfut 
in obedience to, this command as was Joshua (Josh. 


8: 30-35), not only the rulers but the people would . 
have known more definitely what God expected, and 


the very act of reading the law would have evidenced 
their intention to be obedient to the directions that 
had been given them. The neglect of this perform- 
ance was in itself a definite act of disobedience for 
which there was no excuse. And the request of the 
people that Ezra should bring the book of the law 
was by so much an evidence of a heart that was turn- 
ing to God. The words of the Psalmist relative to 
the law of the Lord are in place here, and the One 
Hundred Nineteenth Psalm as well as the Nineteenth 
may be read with profit. 

‘It is worthy of note that God not only gives us his 
Word and law but sends those who may cause us to 
understand it, as he did here, and in sending Philip to 
the eunuch, and to all of us the Great Interpreter, the 
Holy Spirit. It is well also to take noté of that new 
covenant of which Jeremiah speaks, in contrast with 
the Mosaic coyenant,— the covenant written upon the 
heart instead of tables of stone (Jer. 31: 31-34). 

HuntTinopon, Pa. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Wanted: Teachers. of Expression.— And they read 
in the book, in the law of God, distinctly [marg., with 
an interpretation]; and they gave the sense, so that 
they understood the reading (v. 8). They did not 
“mumble” the words. They did not throw on the 
nasal stop.» They.were not in a hurry. They did not 
drop syllables. They did not tell it to the table top. 
They did not rant it.. They did not bang it. They 
did not yell it. Nor did they whisper it to the front 
row. If I had anything to do with a school for train- 
ing young men who were to be preachers, I would 
have a chair of expression. I would refuse a diploma 
to every candidate who could not. nicely modulate his 
voice — the important tool of his vocation—and read 
“the: law” distinctly and “give the sense” so hearers 
could say they. “understood the reading.” In. your 
Bible: you will find another translation for “distinctly” 
in the ‘margin: It is “with‘an interpretation.”* I note 
in the newspapers this morning that there is an auto- 


-mobile-on its way from England that cost one hundred © 
thousand-dollars to build, has one thousand horsepower, 


a is age to Florida to make two hundred miles an. 
r. ¢ 
Prayer rattled along at a. speed that suggests this feat 
useless. .Our English language is 
a wonderful creation. It ha¥ music and everything in 
it. Inthe providence. of-God the Scriptures were put 
into it.at atime when the diction of Ben Jonson and 
Shakespeare was in the very air. Any emotion can 
be beautifully expressed in it by anyone who takes 
pains; to learn how to, handle it: I was at a woman’s 
funeral the other day... The minister was one who was 
trained, for his. wofk in Great Britain. He read in a 


. soft and tender way the usual passages. He recited 


t did it.) Sometimes. I have heard the Lord’s. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had trom The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadeiphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. July 7—The Story of Ezekiel. Ezek. 1 : 1-3; 
2:2 tO 3:27; 8: 1-4; 11 : 23-25; 24: 15+28; 33-: 30°38 
2. July 14.—Ezekiel Teaches Personal Responsibility. 
Ezek. 18 : 1-32; 33: 1-20 
3. July 21.—Ezekiel’s Vision of Hope ....... Ezek. 47 : 1-12 
4. July 28—The Story of Daniel. Dan. 1 : 1-21; 
2:13-19; 4:10; 7:28; 8: 15-18; 9: 20-23; 10: 1-19; 12:9 
5. August. 4.—Belshazzar’s Feast. (Temperance Lesson.) 
Dan. § : 1-31 
6. August 11.—Daniel Among the Lions. ...... Dan, 6 : 1-28 
7. August 18—The Return from Captivity. 
Jer. 29: 10-14; Ezra 1:1-11; Psa, 126: 1-6 
8 August 25.—Rebuilding the Temple. 
; Ezra 3:1 to 6:22; Psa, 84: 1-12. 
9. September 1.—Ezra’s Return to Jerusalem. 
Ezra 7:1 to 8: 36 
10. September 8.—Nehemiah Rebuilding the Wall of 
FEPURMCOME 0c crew cccccenscccccceses Neh. 2:1 to 7:4 
11, September 15.—Teaching the Law of God ..Neh, 8: 1-18 
12. September 22—Malachi Foretells a New Day 
' ‘ Mal. 1:1 to 4:6 
13. September .29.—Review: Significance of the Exile 
and the Restoration. 


Fourth Quarter 


1. October 6—Recognizing Our Debt to Others, 
Neh. 4:15-23; Mark 12: 28-34; Rom. 15: 1-73 
Phil. 2: 1-8; Col. 3:12; 4:1; Jas. 2: 14°37. 
2 October 13—Keeping Fit for the Sake of Others. 
(Temperance Lesson.) Dan. 1:8-203 1. Cor. 
9-2 19-27; 1 Tim. 4.: 7-12; 2 Tim. 2: 1-8. 
g. October 20.—Useful Work a Christian Duty. 
“Gen, 2::15; Exod. 20:9; Neh. 6:3; John 5 ;17; 
9 : 43 Acts 20 : 33-35;.2: Thess. 3 : 6-12; Eph. 4 ; 28. 
4 October 27—The Christian View of. Recreation. 
Jer. 31 : 12, 13; Zech. 8:5; Matt. 11 : 16-19; Mark 
a: 18-28; 6: 30-32; John 2: 1-12. 
gs. November 3.—Respect for Rightful Authority 
(World’s Temperance Sunday). Mark 12: 13-17; 
Rom, 13: 1-14; 1 Pet. 2: 13-17. 
6 November 10.—World Peace Through Mutual 
Understanding. Isa. 2: 2-4; 11 : 6-10; 19 : 23-253 
Acts 17 : 22-28; Eph. 4: 4-6, 13-19; John 4: 20, 213. 
gy. November 17.—Living With People of Other Races 
Ruth 1:1-18; John 4: 5-10; Acts 10:1 to 11 : 18; 
Rom. ‘1 : 14; Gal. 3 : 28, 2. 








“Crossing the Bar” and one of the hymns, Then he 
said, ‘Let us unite in prayer.” He then in a beautifully 
modulated voice told the Lord just what kind of noble 
Christian the woman who had just come to him in 
Heaven had been here on earth. And that was all. 
But what a simple and gloriously uplifting service it 
was. I said to that minister, who is a friend, some 
time afterward, “Do they teach you to do it that way 
in English schools?” “Yes, they do,’ he replied. 
Why not in America? No, it was not Dr. Jowett but 
Dr. MacGowan, 


Strength and Joy.—For the joy of Jehovah is your 
strength (v. 10). The man or woman who has no 
joy in the make-up is only half a man or woman. And 
no half a human can be strong. The “strong man” of 
the show, the Sandow, is never a one-armed or a one- 
legged man. No matter what great attainments a man 
may have, if there is no religion in his make-up he is 


, not a full-orbed man. Whatever may be his present 


achievement, however high his present position, in the 
end he ~ ill be found a weakling if he is without religion. 
Such a man cannot be depended upon. Indeed, I have 
before me a letter from Mr. Adolph Zukor, a Jew, 
one of the world’s most successful: business men, in 
which he says, “Mr. Ridgway, I have found as you 
have, that the man with religion is the man that can 
be depended upon.” In other words, the strong man. 
Almost’ every newspaper records some noted citizen 
going down under a storm of adverse circumstances 
like a lath and plaster bungalow before a tropical 
storm. Lots of “front” but no foundation. Lots of 
breast bone, but no backbone. It is the man who-has 
the joy of Jehovah in its fullness who can: face any- 
thing and stand. In his pocket is a little Bible in 
which is all the “money” that buys all he needs. Brad- 
streets and Duns rate a concern of that kind “strong.” 
“Sell them all they will buy, they are a strong con- 
cern,” wrote a business house about a concern which 
placed a good order with us. Yes, I know it does not 
always look this way. There was not much religion 
about Queen Elizabeth, yet after all it was Oliver 
Cromwell -who. put England “onthe niap. « It .was>the 


winds -of Heaven that» saved Elizabeth from: the “Ar- - 


mada .and -not ‘sailing ‘ship or statesmanship. ~As for 
Victoria, you know the secret of her strength. Over 
ninety percent of the captains of Industry are men 
strengthened by “the joy of Jehovah.” The men who 
operate this great Pennsylvania Railroad upon which 
I am this ‘moment riding, “the most perfect railroad 
in the world,” are all men who look to Heaven for 
their strength and joy. 


Little Christmas.—And all the people. went ‘their 
way to eat, and to drink, and-to send portions, and to 
make great mirth, because they had understood (v. 12). 
Sort of a little Christmas time. When a man gets 
full of joy he gets full of generosity.- It was only 
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after the Christmas joy: got: into oki Scrooge. that the 
strings of: his money: bags became untied: Fish a 
common copper cent out: of your: pocket: Look sharp 
and: you’ will: find: right’ over: Lincoln’s' héad these 
words in:caps, “IN GOD WE TRUST.” These words 
are exquisitely stamped by one of the most perfect 
dies.ever made. So far as I know. America is the 
only nation that stamps its faith upon its coin- 
age, even the humblest and very smallest coin of them all. 
“Not worth a cent,” is the term of worthlessness, yet that 
cent carries our religion. When you work and get wages, 
in a sense that money is you. And Uncle Sam puts 
the brand on you whether you trust in God or not. 
Those bills, those pieces of green. and yellow colored 
paper, are not money. They are just promises to pay, 
as you will find if you read.. One such note I am 
holding in my hand has old: Andy Jackson looking at 
me saying, “The United States of: America will pay 
to the Bearer on Demand Ten Dollars,” and that ten 
dollar gold piece will carry the name of God. Christ- 
mas is a joyous, merrymaking, feasting, gift-giving, 
other-folks-remembering occasien for only one reason 
—it' is tied up with Heaven. Why, bless your heart, 
Christmas is 'the only holiday in the whole year in 
which folks impoverish themselves to make’ other folks 
happy. Paul refers to Christmas in Acts 20: 35. 


Coatgsviie, Pa. 
ae 2 


The Ilustration Round-Table 


LL readers are inyited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid' for each illustration 

accepted,. and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not: to send anything without first 
securing” reading carefully a. leaflet yn the 
conditions of: this department, The full. list lessons for 
the year, with this léaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
iMustrations are constantly, having to be rejected by the: 
editors, which, might: otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must: reach The Sante School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 

Preference will. be given.to illustrations on that portion 
of: the lesson- text indicated im the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” . 


Hlustrations on other verses than’ the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


Advertising the Bible.—And the ears of all the 
people were attentive (v..3).. A rémarkable bonfire’ 
occurred in Northern Luzon, in the Philippine Islands. 
Twenty-five hundred Bibles ‘were publicly. burned in 
the plaza. of the largest and most important city of’ 
that sectien. .These Bibles, had been distributed b 
Mr. Mclaughlin in connection with a cinematograp 
exhibit of Scriptural films. The Catholic authorities 
in turn gave a cinematograph exhibit, exacting as an 
admission fee one of the thousands of Bibles that had 
been distributed. Some two thousand gave this unique 
fee, and-then the Bibles weré publicly burned on the 
plaza by Catholic authorities. The result, however, 
was that on the day after the bonfire three thousand 
Bibles were disposed of by the representatives of the- 
American Bible Society. _ This unique advertisement 
of the Bible will doubtless make for the furtherance 
of the Gospel in the Philippines, as wide attention has 
been attracted to the event.—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


When the Bible Was a Rarity.—And the ears of 
all the people were attentive unto the book of the law 
(v. 3). In the dawn of the English Reformation, 
when the great Bible, just translated, stood on its 
desk chained to a pillar in the cathedral, the people 
gathered in throngs, and, standing on the stone floor, 
listened attentively, hour after hour, and if the reader 
paused would cry out, “Read on! Read on!”—From 
Bible Readings. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, Kingston 
Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


Man’s “Natural Answer.—And all the people an- 
swered, Amen, Amen (v. 6). Mr. Sankey, the evan- 
gelist, once said of a man, who was always objecting 
to things, that he was like Sanballat and Geshem in 
the Book of Nehemiah, who said; “Come, let us meet 
together in . . . the plain of Ono” (see chap. 6). A° 
writer speaks of a man who was so unwilling to say 
Yes to anything that, when he tried a new pen or 
fresh ink, he wrote the word No several times through 
pure impulse. This is the answer of human nature to 
God’s will. The meaning of-“If we confess our sins” 
is that we agree with what God says about them. 
Were the people true to their Amen? ~ Thank God 
for 2.Gorinthians 1:20: “For ‘all the promises of God 
in~him are. yea, and in: him -Amen.”—Sent ‘by Mrs: 


«Coward, Lucea, Jamaica, B..0."as * 


Max Mueller’s Discovery.—T. lie opening ; of thy 


words giveth light (Golden Text). One of the great- , 


est philologists of the nineteenth century was. Friedrich 
Max Mueller, the English Orientalist and’. scholar. 
For many years he was a professor at Oxford. Late 
in life he addressed: a letter to.a friend. Part of it 


‘is as follows: “How shall I describe to you what I 


found in the New Testament? I had not read it for 
many years, and was prejudiced against it before I took 
itn hand. The light which struck Paul with. blindness 
on his way to Damascus was not more strange than 
that which fell on me when I ‘suddenly : discovered the 
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fulfillment of all hopes, the highest per- 
fection of philosophy, the key to all the 
deeming contradictions of the physical 
and moral world. The whole world 
seemed to me to be ordered for the sole 
purpose of furthering the religion of the 
Redeemer, and if this religion is not 
divine, I understand nothing at all. In 
all my studies of the ancient times I 
have always felt the want of something, 
and it was not until I knew our Lord 
that all was clear to me. With him there 
is nothing that I am not able to solve. 
—From The Toronto Globe. Sent by 
J. B. James, Toronto. 


Two Blind Men and a Bible.—The 
opening of thy words giveth light (Golden 
Text). Two poverty-stricken, illiterate 
men, one blind and the other at death’s 
door, came to a mission hospital in India. 
On leaving the hospital some time later, the 
blind man asked for a copy of the “Jesus 
Book.” “Of what use is it to you? You 
cannot read.” “No,” replied the blind 
man; “but we will take it to those who 
can do so.” They returned to their vil- 
lage, the happy possessors of a Gospel. 
They were weavers by trade. Whenever 
men came to purchase cloth in that village 
they were met with the remark, “Before 
we do any business with you, you must 
read us a few pages out of our Book. 
When the tax collectors came round, they, 
too, were told, “We can do no business 
with you till you have read to us out of 
our Book.” When the doctor from the 
hospital visited that village two years 
afterward he found the heathen temple 
permanently closed and a church built, 
and. the whole village won for Christ.— 
From Life of Faith, Sent by L. G. James, 
Toronto. Prise illustration. 


A Compliment Worth Having.—The 
opening of thy words giveth light 
(Golden Text). A Japanese, in endeavor- 
ing to describe a friend of his to an Amer- 
ican, seeing a Bible, exclaimed, “He 
believes this Book very much!” Could 
your friends describe you in like manner? 
—From Record of Christian Work. Sent 
by Mrs. Louis C. Hall, Milledgeville, Ga. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for thy revealed Word. We 
thank thee that the opening of thy words 
‘indeed giveth light. Teach us thy way, we 
pray thee, and enable us to read thy Word 
with understanding. As we turn to its pages 
may we do so without distraction, and find 
joy and delight in giving attention to its 
meaning. We pray thee that we may not 
merely read the words, but that we may 
study the teachings, and so earnestly and 
thoroughly that they may become a living 
stream of blessing in our lives. We ask it 
in the name of him who is the living Word, 
our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
walked into a room where the shades 
were all drawn. down over the windows? 
How we do stumble and feel about for 
the right footing! But when we get 
across the room and raise the shades, 
what a difference it makes! Whoever is 
trying to walk through life without the 
light of God’s Word is taking the hard 
and stumbling way. What is the Golden 
Text? Yes, “The opening of thy words 
giveth light.” Do we believe that? Yes, 
we believe it, but the trouble is we some- 
times walk in a very dim light, or in the 
darkness, when we could have the full 
light of God’s Word upon our lives. When 
Ezra brought .the Law to the congrega- 
tion, he read from the morning, that is, 
from the time light came, until midday, 
and all the people were attentive unto the 
Book of the Law. How long have you 
ever read the Scriptures at one time? 
The leader in a meeting was asking folks 
how many had read the. Bible through 
once? A good many hands went up. 
Then he went on to ask how many had 
read it five times, ten times; fifteen times, 
and still one man’s hand was raised. 
The leader smiled. “Is there something 
the matter with your arm?” he asked. 
“No,” said the man, “but I have read the 
Bible through four times a ‘year for 
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tentive to God’s Word than we are, and 
we could be saved more errors, more 
wrong deeds, if we only knew what the 
Bible could say to us. Reading, studying, 
absorbing, practicing his teaching, what 
a wonderful blessing the Bible brings into 
every life. Let us ask God to teach us 
how wonderfully the opening of his words 
giveth light, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


Re the six remaining chapters of 
Nehemiah, and from them get the 
concluding story of the returned captives, 
so far as the Bible gives it, except what 
we shall gather from the prophecy of 
Malachi, which we shall study next week. 
The children will love to talk with you 
a little while about Ezra, the priest and 
Bible teacher, who helped build the Tem- 
ple, and Nehemiah, the governor and 
soldier who helped the people build the 
wall and set up the gates. Both of these 
men loved and trusted in God. They also 
loved their people and worked with all 
their might for the good of Jerusalem. 
After the walls and gates were finished, 
so that he could close up the city, Nehe- 
miah went to Babylon for a while. He 
left his brother Hanani and a man named 
Hananiah to look after his office in Jeru- 
salem while he was away. We do not 
know how long Nehemiah stayed with 
the king, but we do know that he kept 
in close touch with his people, and looked 
after all their interests. ‘He was a good 
governor. He was a great builder and 
soldier, and if he found any wrongdoing 
among his people he looked into it, and 
tried to have every one treated fairly. 
He himself was kind and unselfish. He 
knew that many of his ple were poor, 
so he did not exact his Sen from them. 
Perhaps God used Nehemiah’s unselfish 
love to help the people see the beauty 


isn’t it? We could all be far more at-! 





of his Law, and to draw them “together, 


as one man,” asking Ezra to read. them 
the Law. 

Perhaps the children remember that the 
people did not have Bibles of their own. 
then. It had been a long time since they 
had heard the Law of their God read. 
They had lived many years. among 
heathen people, and even before they went 
into captivity they had heathen kings who 
did not have the Law read. So these 
people knew only what had been told 
them of the Word of God. 

We are sure that Nehemiah was glad 
to hear them ask for the Law to be read 
to them, and we know that Ezra was 
happy to read.it to them and help them 
understand it. He stood on a pulpit or 
platform which made him higher than the 
other people, and he brought out the large 
parchment roll, on which the Law was 
written, and when he opened it, all the peo- 
ple stood up because they had respect for 
the Law of their God. When Ezra praised 
the Lord, all the people answered “Amen,” 
and bowed their heads and worshiped 
God. Talk with the class a little while 
about reverence for holy things —the 
Lord’s Word, his name, his day, and his 
house. 

Ezra read the Word to the people and 
made it plain so that all, even the chil- 
dren, could understand it. - After listening 
to the Law, the people felt that they had 
often broken it. This made them sorry, 
and they wept. But Nehemiah, Ezra, 
and the Levite helpers comforted the peo- 
ple and told them to be joyful, because 
of their God. They were told to go to 
their homes and enjoy the blessings God 
had given them, and to divide with the 
people for whom nothing had been pre- 
pared. So the people went home to have 
a merry time, eating their dinners, and 
sending part of their good things to the 
poor. They were glad because they un- 
derstood the wonderful words that Ezra 
had read to them. God had given them 
promises enough to make them full of 
joy, when they received them in penitent 
and loving, trustful hearts. 

The next day all the people began a 
happy feast that God had commanded. 
They spent a whole week living out of 
doors, under booths or little shelters made 
from branches cut from trees. We are 
sure those little folks enjoyed the autumn 
days when Mother and Father went out 
and built playhouses with them, and all 
were happy together. - This feast shows 
how happy God wants all of us to be. 

Curnton, S. C, 
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twenty years.” That is a great record, 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Ezra’s purpose carried out. 
2. *O how love I thy law!” 











EGIN this lesson with the rereading 
(from open Bibles) of Ezra 7: 10, the 
statement of the - threefold -purpose -of 
Ezra’s life, to which the attention of the 
class was called two weeks. ago. Today 
they are to learn how this early-formed 
purpose was .completely carried out, and 
with what joy to others — not to mention 
Ezra _ himselft- 

“To seek i....'to do:. « : and to teach 
in Israel statutes and ordinances” of. God 
—these were the three phases of Ezra’s 
chosen life work; as set down by himself, 
We have already seen him -fulfilling the 
first two, for your girls.must know that 
Ezra was that scribe (Bible scholar and 
copyist) who did most to collect and col- 
late the old Scriptures (our Old Testa- 
ment) and preserve them for his people 
in their exile, so that they returned from 
that bitter seventy years richer in this 
possession than they had -been’ for long 
years during the decline of the two king- 
doms. So Ezra ‘had sought '(studied) the 
statutes and ordinances God had given to 
his people, before his return to Jertsalem. 

We studied how he surely helped his 
people to obey those laws, as well as did 
so himself. Learning and obedience were 
one with this lover of God’s Word. 

Today we study how he taught what he 
had studied to teach, as we see him the 
helper of Nehemiah in this great under- 
taking of the first public teaching of the 
Scriptures to the returned exiles. Or was 
Nehemiah the helper of Ezra in this big 
work? Careful reading of Nehemiah’s 
eighth chapter will: maké it. difficult to 
answer this question exactly,-so thor- 
oughly did these two share in this joyful 
task. ‘Nehemiah could plan, organize, 
and direct the great outdoor mass meet- 
ing, but he must have Ezra as chief 
teacher ; first to teach the thirteen under- 
teachers, and then to read aloud in the 
hearing of “all that could hear with un- 
derstanding” from their sacred books. 
Mark every verse that mentions Ezra’s 
way of doing this (2, 4, 5, 6,.and 9), 
and his leadership will stand out clearly 
in your mind’s eye. ' 

2. But it is Ezra’s interpretation that 
marks him as_a great Bible teacher, as 
much as his manner of teaching marks 
his faithfulness. Your girls must read 
with special attention his exact words (vs. 
9, 10) to find the keynote of Ezra’s teach- 
ing. Have they ever known before that 
it was this scribe, who lived long before 
Christ, to whom we owe that much quoted 
statement, “The joy of. the Lord is your 
strength”? Ezra was a teacher of the joy 
of the Lord; which he had discoveted is 
the secret of strength. Shallow thinking 
might reverse that statement, —that the 
strength of the Lord is our joy, — but 
Ezra was a deeper student of the Word 
than to say that. His directions for the 
celebration of the feast of tabernacles is 
the accompanying act to this teaching of 
his, for this feast was the annual thanks- 
giving feast of the Hebrews. Note the 
last sentence in verse 17, “And there was 
very great gladness.” 

That girl of yours who begins now 
really to study God’s Word, with faithful 
and glad obedience following her study, is 
in the path of ever increasing joy. Assure 
her of that. 


Home Study 
Mark every verse in Psalm 119 that 
tells of the joy of knowing or obeying the 
Wort-of God. Can you recognize it (the 
Word) under its various names, as used 
in that Psalm? ; 
Decatur, GA, 


By far the best means of assuring our- 
selves of the truth and authority of the 
Word of God is TO READ THE 
WORD ITSELF.—J. N. Darby, in the 
Keswick Calendar. 



































Lesson for September 15 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Joy and strength, 

Discussion: What is true joy and en- 
during strength? 

Objective: Squaring life with God’s 
Word for the joy of it. 














AY, fellows, Ezra the scribe and Ne- 
hemiah the governor have done you 
and.me.a great'service. They: have shown 
us the joy: and. strength in-God’s Word. 
He does mea good turn who helps me to 
love my Bible as I should. The First 
Psalm tells us in a striking figure how 
blessed is the man. who delights in the 
Word of Ged: ‘He is hike a tree on. the 
river’s brink, always satisfying its thirst, 
always fresh with life, always fruitful, 
always prospering. Do you know any- 
thing better than. that? It is the sure 
~. complement’ of love for the law of. God. 
When the wall was completed and their 
beloved Jerusalem was again an enclosed 
city, Ezra read the Word: to the people 
assembled at the water gate. Ezra- read 
the Word slowly and _ plainly. so the peo- 
ple could understand it. There was no 
hurry.. ¥ou do God a poor compliment 
and yourself a poor service when you read 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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the Word hurriedly. It ig too rich and 
too condensed with vital meaning to treat 
it that. way. Better read a few verses 
searchingly than a whole chapter in a 
hurry. An airplane trip over a city may 
make a certain vague impression, but it 
is. not like taking a leisurely walk through 
its streets, its markets, its parks, mu- 
seums, galleries, and institutions. I drove 
for five hours in Estes Park yesterday, 
and one who knéw its: many fascinating 
‘views and retreats, its many miles of 
“beautiful trails, its tarns, its roaring 
canyons, and snow-capped mountain tops, 
sighed with dismay and told me I should 
spend at least a week in those spacious 
‘enchantments. Take time to read Ged’s 
Word deliberately. 

“From early morning until midday” did 
Ezra read, and all the people listened at- 
tentively, 

And the thing which will always hap- 
pen when one reads the Word earnestly 
happened to those people at the water 
gate, — they saw their own sinfulness in 
the clear light of it. and were rebuked, 
and they bowed their heads in distress 
with their faces to the ground. That was 
all right. God.intended. it should be so. 
But God’s Word is his joy, and “the joy 
of Jehovah is your strength.” 
Nehemiah told the people to wipe their 
eyes and go home and make a feast; to 
send presents and make a holiday (a “holy 
day”) of it—and the people made “great 
mirth,” because they now had a clear un- 
derstanding of the Word, 

Fellows, everything in God’s Word is 
for your joy. Just remember that. But 


41 you must find the joy through a process, 


the first step of which is not pleasant, as 
in its clear light you recognize your sin. 
Next.is repentance and confession. “If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1: 
9). Then with the sense of God’s forgiv- 
‘ing love and his promise of power for 
right living, you go forward to the satis- 
faction of it. “Repentance unto life is a 
saving grace whereby a sinner, out of a 
due sense of his sin and an apprehension 
of the mercy of God in Christ, doth with 
grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it 
unto God. with full purpose of and en- 


deavor after new obedience” (Shorter 
Catechism). 
GREENSBORO, N, C, 


(On the lesson for September 8) 


1. Searcely any other book in the Bible 
reveals as much about prayer, in proportion 
to: its length. 

2. Certainly Nehemiah was as great and 
as skillful a worker as we read of in all the 
Bible, eminently a “practical’’ man. Here 
then we have an outstanding lesson on the 
“practical” values of prayer. 

3. This prayer, 1: 5-11, (1) begins with 
a tribute of praise to the inherent nature of 

, (z) continues with frank confession of 


promises of G 

definite petition. 
4. The Levites’ 

verses 5 to 38. 


5. This prayer follows the general lines 
of that of Nehemiah, the first verses reveal- 
ing how deeply the Hebrews understood the 
nature of God, proceeding then through a 
review of the whole history of their race, 
constantly sounding the note of. thanksgiv- 


prayer, in- chapter 9, 


définite petition to be saved from their pow- 


‘erful enemies, acknowledging the utter jus- 
tice of God in all the discipline he had sent 


‘upon them. 
6. Devotion ‘to his. God. 


the desolation of Jerusalem and God's 


Jerusalem. 
8. Wisdom, courage, 
unselfishness, zeal for ’s cause. 


9. It enlisted his native abilities and de- 
‘veloped other excellent traits as his zeal 
manifested itself. 


10. Ephesians 6: 11-17. 


11. Life and Character —the Temple of 
(x: Cor:. 3: 26). 


12. Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 3:11). 





13. See 1 Corinthians 3: 12, 13. 


Ezra and | 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 


sin, (3) its faith being based on the quoted 
,» and (4) closes with a 


ing for God’s mercies, coming at last to the 


7.. By sadness of. countenance at news of 


ple,;' and ‘later by his zeal in building up 


organizing ability, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sept. 22. Our Part in Making a Better 

/ World, Matt. 6:10; 28:19, 20. 

Sept. 29. How Can the Young People’s Or- 
ganizations in. Our Church Work: To- 
gether? i Cor. 3: 4-93 Rom. 12: 10-12 

Oct. 6. Ideals Worth Living for. Phil. 3 : 7-145 
4:8; Gal, 5:22, 23. (Consecration. meet- 


ing.) 
Oct. 13. Jesus Teaching Us to Pray: Matt. 
6 : 5-13. 


Sunday, September. 15 
Putting God in the Budget 
(2 Cor. 9 : 6:8; 1 Cor. 6 : 20) 








Mon.—God’s claim to ownership (Psa. 
24:1), 

Tues.—Generous giving (Exod. 36 : 1-7). 

Wed.—Secret giving (Matt. 6: 1-4). 

Thurs.—The spirit of giving (2 Cor. 8% 





15). 
Fri—Our stewardship. (Matt. 25 : 14*30). 
Sat.—Rewards. of giving (2 Cor: 9: 6-8). 








daa 





What is a budget? 
How make a budget? 
How much should we give to God? 


HE story is told of a small bey who 

had a dog of which he was very- fond. 
One day at dinner, the boy's father 
‘noticed that he took the best portion of 
the roast beef that had fallen to his lot: 
and placed it'on another plaie. Upon in- 
quiry, the father learned that the meat 
was for the dog. 

“My son,” said the father, “it would be 
better if you ate that meat yourself, and 
gave Fido some scraps that:are left.” 

The boy protested, but his father would 
not permit him.to give the better portion 


boy took the plate of scraps out to his 
dog and said, 

“Here, Fido, I wanted to make you an 
offering, but this is only a collection.” 

Pm 

Without questioning the wisdom of the 
father in making his son eat the: better 
portion of the méat, may we not learn 
something of giving to the Lord from the 
boy’s desire to give an offering rather 
than a collection? Let us ask ourselves, 
“What am I giving to Ged? Am I set- 
ting aside a definite portion of all that I 
earn or receive for him or am I giving 
him scraps?’ \e 


Did you ever stop to think that giving 
is a grace? Paul tells us this in 2 Cor- 
inthians 8: 1, 2, for he speaks of the grace 
of God that was bestowed on the churches 
of Macedonia, “how that in a great trial 
of affliction the abundance of their joy 
and their deep poverty abounded unto 
the riches of their liberality.)’ Perhaps 
one reason this grace is hindered in 
the lives of some Christians today is that 
they fail to recognize the basis of Chris- 
tian giving. Under the law, the Jews were 
required to give one-tenth to God, But 
the principle under which the Christian 
should live goes farther by recognizing 
that all that we have: and are belong 
to God, and. the. question is not, “How 
much shall I give to God?” but “How 
much of what-God ‘has given*me does he 
want me to use for myself?” 


There is Scriptural foundation for giv- 
ing to God at regular intervals. Paul 
admonished. the ‘Corinthians; “Upon. the 
first day of the week let every one of you 
lay by -him in store, as ‘God’ hath pros- 
péred: him” (1 Cor. 1612). How. can 
“we do ‘this, unless: we’ keep our accounts. 
carefully and: thus ‘determine how much — 


like, and how much is to be given to God? 
The practice of keeping personal accounts 
is a healthy one, for it helps us to realize 
just where our money is going. and tends 
to make us think twice about our expendi- 
tures. The next step is at regular inter- 
vals to fix-upon a definite limit for each 
item of expense, making the whole esti- 


to the dog. At the end of the meal, the |: 


is to be used*for living expenses and the }. 








mate, of course,.come within our: income, 
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and then stickine faithfully to the budget 
thus made. In this way it is. possible to 


| prevent ‘the foolish spending of money in 


one direction and the cramping or shut- 
ting out of other more worth while inter- 
ests. 

This is how a budget may. be used to 
stimulate and ‘increase our Christian giv- 
ing. Few of.us, when we put down on 
paper the.amount that we spend for other 
things and compare it with what we give 
to God and his work, are proud of the 
showing. So often, however, these figures 
show. the. result. of the past year or the 
past month and there is nothing that we 
can do about it. With a budget, we can 


:see. beforehand, in.a measure, just what 


place we are giving God in our steward- 
ship of money, and then as he shows us 
this or that. unnecessary provision, we 


have opportunity to cross it from our list 


and divide our income as he directs. 
¥é. 


But our Scripture lesson. points out 
another important factor without which 
‘Christian giving is likely to become per- 
funetory: or a matter of* duty. God loves 
a cheerful giver. The word “cheerful” in 
the Greek’ is - literally. “hilarious.” So 
often we give to God with refignation 
rather than hilarity. In our minds is 
the thought’ of some of the things we 
might buy for ourselves with the money 
‘we are giving to God and we miss the 
greatest blessing of‘ giving, — the joy that 
should’ be in our hearts because we are 
permitted to give to God and his work. 

How.can we: guard against long-faced 
or regretful giving? Does not our second 
‘Scripture lesson point the way? It is by 
recognizing and realizing what God has 
done. for us; As we meditate upon the 
price that Christ’ paid for our redemption, 
and as we realize that, in order that we 
might be rieh, yet: for our sakes he be- 
came poor (2 Cor. 8:9), we cannot har- 
bor thoughts of personal loss and depriva- 
‘tion when we give to him. 

_ Another excellent safeguard against giv- 
ing grudgingly is a daily time of thanks- 
‘giving for the’ blessings which God be- 
stows upon us every day of our lives, 
There is ‘no better. time for this than in 
‘the morning watch. And perhaps if we 
have been having difficulty. in giving to 
God, we may find that the secret is. that 
.we have been neglecting him by failing 
to give him daily that time that he longs 
to have for fellowship, through the read- 
ing of his Word and through prayer. 
When God can bring. us to the place 
where we. are eager to meet him each 
morning, — far more eager than we are 
to meet’ any earthly friend, — the chances 
are that he will not have very much diffi- 
culty with us in the matter of our giving, 
5 

What proportion of my income do I give 
to God? 

Do I make it a practice 
him: for his goodness to me? 
_How do my gifts to him measure up with 
his unspeakable gift to me? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


to daily thank 





[ Children at Home 





Jolly Dolly at the Seashore 
By Maud Wilcox Niedermeyer 


VII. Jorry Dotty Minps tHe Basy 


NE day Jolly Dolly sat on a porch 

chair and’ roeked hard, back and 
forth, back and forth, until it seemed 
-that both Jolly Dolly and the chair would 
‘go over backward any minute. 

“Careful, Jolly, or you'll have a tum- 
ble,” warned’ Mother, opening the screen 
and coming out on the porch. 

“Qh, dear, there’s nothing at all to do,” 
said’ Jolly Delly bringing the chair to a 
standstill. | ‘“Next-door-Kitty. has gone 
away visiting, and my dolls are all washed 
and dressed. So I’m just rocking.” 

Mother smiled as she said, “I'll tell 
you a very lovely thing to do, if you like.” 

“Oh, do tell me quick, Mother.” Jolly 
Dolly was all’ eagerness. 

“Find something to do for somebody 
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else, dear,” said Mother as she went back 
quickly into the house, 

Jolly Dolly was disappointed. The cor- 
ners of her mouth drooped. Even rock- 
ing wouldn’t help now, so she sat on 
the top step and pouted just a tiny bit. 
If only next-door-Kitty hadn’t gone visit- 
ing with her mother! Finding something 
to do for somebody might work if they 
could do it together. Now the time they 
had tended store for the store lady had 
been lots of fun. Maybe — just maybe 
the store lady needed help again. 

Jolly Dolly’s mouth began to curl up 
at the corners. She slid down one step, 
then another. 

“Guess I’ll go see the store lady any- 
way,” she said, as she landed on the bot- 
tom step with a bump. 

She ran by the cottage next door. It 
looked so lonely and empty with its doors 
and windows closed and the shades and 
curtains pulled just so. But the next 
cottage to that was quite different. It 
was the Jenkins’ cottage. Some one was 
polishing the front windows, swishing a 
white cloth back and forth. Mr. Jenkins 
was mending his fishing rod and whistling. 
His whistle was always shrill and strong. 
Jolly Dolly loved it, but this morning it 
was stronger than ever, because he was 
trying to make more noise than the baby 
in his carriage on the porch. And the 
baby was crying hard. Mrs. Jenkins would 
dash out, give the carriage a push across 
the porch until the sobs quieted down, 
and then dash back again into the house. 

“Good morning, Mr. Jenkins,” said 
Jolly Dolly. “Could I help you mend 
your fishing pole?” 

“Good morning, Jolly Dolly. I know 
something you could do that would help 
more than mending this old pole.” Mr. 
Jenkins turned his head slightly toward 
the porch and winked one eye. 

Jolly Dolly chuckled. “The baby!” she 
cried. “I can mind the baby.” 

“Oh, Jolly Dolly, if you only would!” 
said Mrs. Jenkins; who had come out 
again to quiet the howling baby. “I’m 
getting ready for a beach tea this after- 
noon, and Peter evidently objects most 
horribly.” 

“I’d just love to wheel him, Mrs, Jen- 
kins,” said Jolly Dolly. “I think he knows 
me anyway. Could I take him along the 
roadway? I won't go far.” 

“Certainly, dear. I'll wheel him through 
the house and out the back.” 

Jolly Dolly held open the screen door, 
and Mrs. Jenkins pushed the carriage 
through it, and out through the kitchen 
to a road that led to town. 

“Now, Jolly Dolly, do you see that 
clump of pine trees: down there?” asked 
Mrs. Jenkins, turning the little girl 
around. 

“That’s Pine Grove. May I take him 
that far, please?” Jolly Dolly felt a 
chuckle coming. 

“Yes, dear. Now turn the other way. 
You may go in this direction as far as 
the Clarke Estate.” 

“That's where the sign says, Keep Out. 
Oh, I know where you mean.” Pretty 
soon Jolly Dolly felt that the chuckle 
would. spill over. 

“And Mr. Jenkins will whistle for you 
when it is lunch time.” Mrs. Jenkins 
turned and fled into the house. 

Jolly Dolly started on her trip toward 
Pine Grove. It would be such fun if only 
next-door-Kitty were along. She could 
talk to Peter and try to keep him quiet. 
It was hard to wheel and talk, too. And 
Peter was certainly crying his best cries. 

Jolly Dolly stopped once and dangled 
his toy duck before him. But he only 
—— up his heels and threw back his 
' head. 

On and on Jolly Dolly pushed the car- 
riage. Maybe when they got to Pine 
Grove it would be cooler, and she would 
find Peter a pretty shell to play with. 

But Peter was crying as hard as ever 
when the Grove was reached. 

“Whatever shall I do?” thought: Jolly 





Jolly Dolly was 
“Couldn’t we—wouldn’t it be all right 
td put some of your packages in the car- 
riage? I can’go as far at the Clarke 
Estate with you.” 

'“Sure, that ‘will be fine,” said Teddy. 
“If you'll move the baby’s feet over, I'll 
dump ’em in here. Goodness me, what 
an awful cry-baby.” 

Now a funny thing happened. The 
minute those packages were piled in the 
foot of the carriage, Peter pulled himself 
up and began to take notice. And, of 
course, in order to take notice, properly, 
he had to stop crying. 

“Well, I never!” exclaimed Jolly Dolly. 
And she turned the carriage around and 
started in.the opposite direction. 

All the way to. the Clarke Estate Peter 
sat up -and reached for those packages. 
When he would get hold of one he would 
tear. off a bit of paper and gurgle with 
delight. 

It took a long, long time to reach 
Clarke’s, because Jolly Dolly and Teddy 
had so much to say to each other. 

But finally they did get tfiére, and 
Teddy gathered together his bundles. He 
left enough paper for Peter to play with, 
and then he said, 

“Thanks, Jolly Dolly. I sort of like 
you. Good-by.” 
“Good-by, Teddy. 
you.” 

On the way back, Jolly Defiy decided 
she would rather be a nurse maid when 
she grew up instead of a store lady, be- 
cause then. she would have something 
alive to play with. 

And just as she was passing the Jen- 
kins’ cottage, Mr. Jenkins came out of 
the back door with his mouth all screwed 
up to whistle. 

How Jolly Dolly did chuckle! 

A few minutes later she rtished home, 
and almost fell into the kitchen. 

“It worked, Mother, the help worked. 
I minded the Jenkins’ baby, and helped 
Teddy with his bundles. ’Nd I’m just so 
happy!” 
Perto Amboy, N. J. 


I am glad I met 





With the New Books 











More Psychology and the Christian 
Life. By T. W. Pym, D.S.O., M.A. 
(George H. Doran Co., New York, $1.60, 
net.) A second book by the author of 
“Psychology and the Christian Life’ is 
evidently intended to fortify the Chris- 
tian life by the findings of modern psy- 
chology, or at least to show that there 
is no conflict. One chapter is devoted to 
Psychology and the Bible, another to 
Faith and Suggestion, while the others 
deal with Imagination, except the one 
summarizing General Conclusions. The 
general point of view is that Christianity, 


Psychology, the science of efficient living. 
The author contends that if faith is dy- 
namic the imagination pictures the reality 
of that which is held by faith. He claims 
that it is a misuse of imagination and 
faith if one uses it as a compensation for 
inability to face life as it is. The per- 
version of natural instincts is sin, but 
the Freudian demand for self-expression 
—_ the corrective of Christian self-con- 
trol. ; 

The discussion leaves one, however, 
with the sense of an inadequate attempt 
to run Christian doctrine into the mold 
of psychology, and the Coué doctrine es- 
pecially seems to be over-strained in ap- 


ological statements also are either 
muddled or modernistic in trend. For in- 
stance, compare this statement on page 
97,- “If God has put away my. sins so 
that he remembers them no more, his 
picture of me as good and strong and 
beautiful is true, and my picture of myself 





Dolly, much perplexed. : 
: “°Lo, Jolly!” said a voice close behind 
er. 
Jolly Dolly turned quickly. 
“Why, Teddy! I’m so glad to see you. 
My, but you have a lot of bundles.” 
(You will remember that Teddy was 


as anything else but that is a false pic- 
ture,” with the following on page 60: 
“Because God became in Jesus incarnate 
in human life.I know that I, too, am a 
son of God, and that God when he looks 


thinking quickly. |, 


the science of right living, should include. 


plication to the Christian life. The the- | 
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on me sees good as he sees good in all 
men.” In other words, the seeming pic- 





the lighthouse keeper’s boy.) 


ture of page 97 is not of a redeemed man 


Do You Know 
What the Bible 
Really Does Say 


About riches, affliction, assurance, 
joy, or faith, or any other phase of 
our present day life? 





And if you are not just sure, do 
you know how to find out quickly 
and fully, and accurately? 


Think of it! Over six hundred 
subjects are covered in an index to 
the Bible,—an index you could 
almost carry in your coat pocket, a 
compact reference book that ought 


to be right on your desk. It is 
called 


THE TOPICAL TEXT BOOK 


with an introduction on Methods 
of Bible Study by Dr. R. A. Torrey 


And it will make the Bible a new 
mine of blessing to anyone who 
will use the Topical Text Book as 
a working tool in study and in the 
preparation of addresses. 


Wouldn’t you like to have a copy? 
Undoubtedly! Then. here is the 


way to secure it: 


We shall be glad to send you a copy of The Topic:1 
Text Book if you will send either fve Ten Week 
Get Acquainted subscriptions to THE’ SUNDAY 
SCHOOL JTIMES at 25 cents each, or fwe/ve Get Ac- 
quainted subscriptions for ten weeks to CHRISTIAN 
YOUTH at 10 cents each. 


THIS IS THE OFFER:— 


Or twelve trial subscriptions 
to CHRISTIAN YOUTH (the 
weekly lesson-help for your 
teen age class).........  -...++: $1.20 


The Topical Text Book........ 85 
Both for only $1.20. $2.05 


Five trial subscriptions to THE 
SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMES...... $1.25 


The Topical Text Book......... 85 


$2.10 


Both for only $1.25. 
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Lesson for September 15 


but of any map, because thus God sees 
all men, not because they have accepted 
the redemption wrought for them, - but 
because Jesus became human as they are 
human. Psychological imagination thus 
is fortifying an imaginary theology. Again, 
in the chapter on the Bible occurs this sen- 
tence: “The Bible describes to us the 
evolution of man’s conceptions about his 
relationship to God ; or, to put it the other 
way round, the Bible describes God's 
gradual revelation of himself to man.” 
It is not clear thinking, or true, that 
makes man’s conceptions synonymous with 
God’s revelation, 


Shoddy. By Dan Brummitt. (Willett, 
Clark, and Colby, Chicago, $2.) “Whether 
you like Methodists or not, you must ad- 
mit that they have what amounts to an 
instinct for the spotlight.” So says the 
author, himself a prominent Methodist 
clergyman, in ‘chapter ‘one, proceeding 
from that point to direct his own spotlight 
upon the character of Bartelmy Bonafede, 
whom he is careful to designate as a type, 


The Times 


|| Book Service 


OFFERS 


A convenient method of order- 
ing books reviewed or mentioned 
in the Times — ° 








A. means of securing books 
on many subjects of interest to 
Christian workers and Bible 
students — 


Books that are true to the 
old faith. 


Just one order, written just once, can in- 
cludeabooks from several sources. 7 

Times Book Service will gather them for 

you, and ship them carefully . packed, 

postpaid. 

H. TRUMBULL HOWARD 

Conducting a Book: Service for Times readers 

' 401 West Durham Road,Philadelphia,Pa. 
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Subscription Rates' 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in. the United. States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and: South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies fess than. five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy; five years, $7,590. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addfesses or ina package to one 
address, $1.50. each, per. year, 

In recognition: of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

CANADA:AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions ad@: 5@- cents for postage. 
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Christian. Youth: is published. weekly 


at the foltowing rates, payable in advance, 
in the United’ States: and’ Possessions, 


Mexico, Cuba, and: some Central and. 


South American:countries. These rates 
includé postage. 

75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than. five, 75: cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or mere copies, ‘in a 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per: year. 
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not a real person under an assumed 
name. > 
Bartelmy’s life-story begins with the 
days of humble boyhood in a Yorkshire 
mill town; it closes with him at the apex 
of his power as Bishop Bonafede of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in America, 
a typical functionary and executive, 
brought to that position by a system of 
ecclesiastical wire-pulling as highly or- 
ganized and almost as frankly overt as 
that of any political party. The title is 
deeply significant when illuminated by 
the reminder that “shoddy is dead wool.” 
Dr. Brummitt offers a full explanation 
as to how he came to write the story; 
how, but not why.. The nearest approach 


to any statement -of purpose lies in the | 


words: “I have tried to make a‘ sort of 
looking-glass in which Methodists may 
see their system, their leaders, and them- 
selves. They will not like some of the 
things it shows; I did not like them my- 
self.” Nearly 350 pages written, printed, 
disseminated, to show certain people some 
unpleasant facts about themselves: only 
that and nothing more! Nineteen cen- 
turies ago, James told how much use he 
thought it was for a man to look at him- 
self in a mirror: “He beholdeth himself, 
and goeth his way, and straightway for- 
getteth what manner of man he was.” 
It is doubtless salutary for people to 
see themselves, but what a pity to stop 
short with that revelation when a few 
more pages could have indicated the way 
of escape. The story closes on a note 
of futile regret. The Bishop sees himself 
to be not a servant of the living God but 
an ecclesiastical puppet, made to “work” 
by more or less invisible strings, yet he 
continues being the same man and doing 
the same things. An excellent epilogue 


| to the story, of an antidote, would be 


Romans 7:15 to 8:15. 


My Belief in Immortality. Prepared by 
the Rev. A. Avery Gates. (Doubleday, 
Doran and Co., New York,-$2.) When 
fifteen Christian clergymen and one Chris- 
tian layman speak of their belief in im- 
mortality, and the layman, who is 
Herbert H. Fletcher, Associate Managing 
Editor of the Boston Evening Transcript, 
speaks with a note of hope and faith in 
the teachings of Jesus Christ and the 
statements of the Scriptures far stronger 
than the ministers who are speaking, even 
though three of them are at the head of 
as many theological institutions, - one 
knows. where to place most of the blame 
for the awful tide of unbelief and indif- 
ference to spiritual things that is upon our 
country at this time. Mr. Fletcher’s 
chapter is amazingly powerful. He 
throws aside all human props for his be- 
lief in a life to come, and leans wholly 
upon the Resurrection of Christ and his 
teaching. Some of the other chapters are 
amazingly weak. It is strange to see 
Christian teachers cover their pages with 
quotations from ancient and modern 
thinkers and peculiarly ignore the words 
of Christ. (There are, e. g., at least 
three times as many lines of poetry in 
this book ‘as there are lines from the 
Gospels; and, in many of the papers, more 
use is made of skeptical writers, such as 
Hume, Spencer, and George Eliot, than 
‘of the apostles.) There is a far better 
understanding of modern science than 
there is of the Scriptures, and a more in- 
timate acquaintance with contemporary 
literature than with the Epistles of the 
There are, of’ course, 
some good pages in a book like this, but 
‘it cannot be recommended. 

Lincoln: Emancipator of the Nation. 
By Frederick Trevor Hill. (D. Appleton 
-and Co., New. York, $3.) A casual glance 
at Lincoln bibliography might give one 
‘the impression that there can be little 
more to say. Nevertheless Mr. Hill’s 
latest contribution is indeed a contribu- 
‘tion. It possesses two great essentials: 
‘it has a distinct message, and it is read- 
able. The book demonstrates clearly and 
in a way. to be remembered that Lincoln 
‘did not; and did not intend to, put an 
end to slavery, in America by means of 
the Emancipation Proclamation. It fur- 
ther. reveals: what was the great war- 
President’s program and hope concerning 
ithe abolition of slavery and the work of re- 
construction. While the author early pro- 
claims it his intention to weed out certain 





popular myths and exaggerations, he is by 
no means an iconoclast after the manner 
that has become popular of late. Under 
his pen the personality and accomplish- 
ment of Lincoln lose nothing of their 
heroic proportions. On the contrary, he 
is revealed as truly “the first American 
... the only statesman [of his day] who, 
from first to last, thought nationally.” 
The book is one to be recommended espe- 
cially to the youth of-student age. 


The Coming of the Lord. By Sarah 
Gertrude Millin. (Horace Liveright, New 
York, $2.50.) The title of another novel 
of South Africa may be misleading to one 
who does not know Mrs. Millin’s slant. 
The only characters in the story who look 
ferward to that divine event indicated ‘by 
the title are a band of half-crazed, fanati- 
cal natives. Otherwise the book is wholly 
godless. It is powerfully written. There 
is just enough of truth in its morbid: an- 
alysis of human motives and impulses .to 
render it dangerous. The meangst in- 
stincts, the most unworthy moments of 
life are thrown upon the screen as a por- 
trayal of life itself. One must acknowl- 
edge that the picture is graphic, diabol- 
ically clever. But there is no triumph of 
any force but mocking fate. -Thus in the 
high moment of the story Aaron, the 
black leader who has awaited the coming 
of the Lord, dying, sees “a bigger thing 
than that for which he waited. He had 
looked for a God to come. And a man 
had come. . . . Here was real triumph. 
.«. These little mean and shabby :beings 
had it in them to teach godliness. even to 
God.” The very brilliance of the work 
constitutes it a menace. It is extreme 
Modernism at its best and worst. 

Inspiration, History, Theories and 
Facts. By William Albert Ericson. 
(American Tract Society, New. York, 
$1.50.) A helpful handbook on the in- 
spiration of the, Bible, especially from 
the angle of compiled statistics: In this 
connection chapter I is a concise history 
of doctrine on the subject; chapter 2 a 
list of theories, with comments by the 
author. The heart of the book is chap- 
ter 3, Facts of Inspiration. After sketch- 
ing the history of the ancient church to 
which, as is shown, the BibleWwas the Word 
of God, the authority of God. (the Bible) 
is found to establish the fact of Theo- 
pneustos, or divine inspiration. The Bible 
is then shown to be theanthropic; both 
divine and human. In this respect it is 
compared to the Son of God. It is the 
Word of God through inspired men. The 
final chapter discusses. some alleged dis- 
crepancies of the Bible. 

The Christ of the Ages. By Harold 
Paul Sloan, D.D. (Doubleday, Doran and 
Co., Inc., New York, $1.50.) One en- 
joys reading when terms are clearly and 
frankly defined and when an author states 
his position without apology, leaving no 
one in doubt as to what he means. Dr. 
Sloan has written a fervent, uncompro- 
mising affirmation of his faith in the deity 
of Christ—a faith that is. riot mere 
credulity, as some view the Christian 
faith, but one upon which shines all the 
light of accredited history. With rare 
courage and in scholarly manner he out- 
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lines the triumphant march of Christ 
through. human history. Writing with 
clarity and conviction on the supernatural- 
ness of Jesus, Dr. Sloan says: “Beyond 
the failing natural there must be the un- 
failing supernatural. ... Let us make no 
mistake, men must in the long run find 
the supernatural or give way to despair.” 
The author’s positions are well docu- 
mented, leaving no room for those who 
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would reduce the person of Christ to that [ 


of a mere man. He faces’ unhesitatingly 
the facts of science, philosophy, and his- 
tory, atid finds in each not a barrier but 
a testimony to Christ and the Scriptures. 
He believes profoundly that Jesus is the 
Christ and therefore the only adequate 
Saviour from sin. Chapter divisions in- 
clude the incarnation, a survey of Chris- 
tian faith from Pentecost to Nicaea, 
negative views of Christ’s person, the im- 
portance of Christian creed, and the au- 
thor’s conviction as to the position and 
proper attitude of the Church in the pres- 
ent-day conflict. The author is a pastor, 
and also Professor of Systematic The- 
ology at Temple University, Philadelphia, 


ercor mares 


[ Letters from Readeis | 


To the Editor: I wish to commend your 
publication of the article entitled: “Is the 
Cigarette Destroying Our Young People?” 
which appeared in your issue of July 20. 
It contains information that should be spread 
far and wide, but which of course could not 
have a place in many present-day publica- 
tions — for manifest reasons. Unless some- 
thing can be done to stem the tide of 
propaganda, backed by the cigarette inter- 
ests, to make cigarette addicts of the boys 
and girls of the present day, the outlook for 
the future generation is gloomy. 

Many of the general magazines of the 
country carry the most subtle and enticing 
advertisements to induce boys and girls to 
become the victims of this destructive habit 
of cigarette smoking. Many editors have 
little conception of their duty to their 
readers, or are more influenced by the easy 
money that comes from the cigarette inter- 
ests. Christian parents should. make it a 
point to protest where magazines coming 
into the home Carry cigarette advertisements. 
Recently the writer had an experience that 
illustrates what may be done by such pro- 
tests. The editor of a magazine of national 
circulation wrote as follows: “I am glad 
to have your letter protesting against our 
advertising of cigarettes. It was most help- 
ful to the editorial board to have your ex- 
pression of opinion for consideration at a 
special meeting on this very subject. We 
have decided that in the future 
Magazine will accept no advertising for .to- 
bacco, cigars, or cigarettes.” 

Other editors of magazines of wide cir- 
culation see the matter quite differently. 
In one case the editor considers cigarettes in 
a class with toilet articles, and the like, and 
can see no moral issue involved. One editor 
had even written to life insurance doctors and 
had assurance from them that smoking was 
notinjurious. He considers cigarette smoking 
a matter for individual private opinion, 
and claims the right to use his magazine as 
an agency to establish this disastrous habit 
in the boys and girls of America. But most 
of us little understand what can be done by 
dignified protests in matters of this kind. 
There is a mighty power in the concerted 
protests of subscribers, which no editor could 
jong resist. There is dynamite enough in the 
dignified protests of Christian parents of 
America to blow cigarette advertising off the 
pages of every magazine in the country which 
is otherwise fit to enter our homes. Let this 
power be liberated, under a two-cent Stamp, 
and the pages of some of our general mag- 
azines will present a different appearance.— 
A Pennsylvania reader. 











To the Editor: A number of years ago 
I took THe Sunpay ScuHoot Times, but 
stopped it owing to my pastor stating that 
it had ‘“‘grievously gone wrong.” 

About six years ago, while at a large 
Sunday-school convention, opinion was asked 
as to the best Sunday-school periodicals, and 
among others THe Sunpay Scuoo.t Times 
was mentioned: A chorus of “No! No!” 
was heard, and I asked a minister sitting 
near as to the reason. 

“That is a ‘pre-mil’ paper.’ 

I asked what he meant, and he said that 
it taught that Christ is coming again. I said, 

“Well, is He not?” He turned to me 
and, with a scathing glance, said, 

“T guess you are a ‘pre-mil,’ too.” 

So I found out the reason the Times has 
gone so “far wrong,” and immediately sub- 
scribed again. I am glad to be counted 
among the “far wrong”’ people.—An Ontario 
reader. - 


To the Editor: My pastor said he might 
take the Times if they would quit knocking 
Fosdick. I told him it was just because you 
were opposed to Fosdick’s teachings that I 
took it. (Not that I have seen anything you 
have said to “knock him.’’) Praise the Lord 
for the clear, ringing testimony of the 
Times. It takes courage to do it in these 
days. May God richly bless you—A New 
York State reader. 
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For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday school Lesson Committee, 


How McCheyne Prayed 


D* JOHN TIMOTHY STONE tells 
of a visit which he paid to the 
old church of Robert Murray McCheyne, 
in Scotland. The old sexton showed him 
around. Taking him into the study, he 
pointed to a chair and said to Dr. Stone, 
“Sit there, that is where the master used 
to sit.” Then said he, “Now put your 
elbows on the table.” When this was 
done he said, “Now bow your head upon 
your hands.” This ’done he said, “Now 
let the tears flow; that is the way the 
master used to do.” Then taking him up 
into the pulpit, he said to the Doctor, 
“Stand there behind the pulpit.” The 
visitor obeyed. “Now,” said the sexton, 
“lean your elbows on the pulpit and put 
your face im your hands.” This having 
been done, he said, “Now iet the teats 
flow; that is what the master used to 
do.” Then the old man added a testimony 
which gripped the heart of his hearer. 
With tearful eyes and trembling voice 
he said, “He called down the power of 
aoe upon Scotland, and it is with us 
still.” 





September 9 to 15 
Mon.— Deuteronomy 31 : 9-13. 
Reading the Law Commanded. 

Every seventh year Israelites who were 
in debt were freed from the obligation 
(Deut. 15). On Calvary’s cross all of 
us were released from our awful debt of 
sin. “In the solemnity of the year of re- 
lease” (v. 10), we should begin to “ob- 
serve to do all the words” of God's 
precious Book, and never neglect it. It 
is the food for our souls, which will 
starve if we fail to use this privilege. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
six hundred women and girls in the Pan- 
dita Ramabgi Mission in India ( American 
headquarters, 260 West Forty-fourth St., 
New York); for the presses, the volun- 
Wer, evangelistic bands, the supply of all 
needs. 


Tues.—Joshua 83 30-35, 
Joshua Reading the Law. 

Satan hates the whole Bible, and that 
is why he has led the attack on God’s 
Book. that. characterizes, all too much, 
present-day , preaching, with its omissions 
of hell and often of atoning blood, and 
other fundamental truths. God would 
not have given us the Bible as it is if 
every jot and tittle had not been im- 
portant. Joshua “read all the words of 
a law, the blessings and cursings” (v. 
34). 

PRAYER SuGcestions: Pray for the 
Palestine tour of the Rev. Thomas M. 
Chalmers of the New York Jewish Evan- 
gelisation Campaign and contributor of 
the regular Jewish Department of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times; that his reports 
of significant events in the Holy Land 
may be made with the good guiding hand 
of the Lord upon him, and thai he may 
be kept in health for this important task. 
Wed.—Nehemiah 8&8 : 1-6. 

Ezra Reading the Law. 

The scene of this wonderful Bible read- 
ing was before*the water gate in the wall, 
which spoke of cleansing, refreshing, and 
reviving in the power of God’s Word, as 
the sheep gate, where building must be- 
gin, spoke of the blood of the cross (Neh. 
3:1). Every great revival has come 
from the recovery of or emphasis upon 
the.Word of God. Bible correspondence 
schools, as well as true teachers of the 
Book individually, are expounding the 
Word in power-in our day, and “no 
word of God is void of power.” This 
Bible study movement is ihe basis of our 
prayer today for a sweeping revival in 
the Body of Christ. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Holy Spirit to follow up the gifts of Tes- 
taments to thirteen thousand or more 





Chilean sailors and soldiers during the 
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‘past year by Mr. Strong of the. Soldiers 


Gospel Mission of South America. 
Thurs.—Nehemiah 8: 8-12. 
. Rejoicing in the Law. 
Reading the Book led to conviction of 
sin and sorrow for sin. Consequent con- 
fession led to holiness, and holiness to 
joy. Joy is never dependent upon cir- 
cumstances, a hard fact for many Chris- 
tians to realize, but wholly centers in the 
all-sufficiency of our wonderful Saviour. 
“In his presence is fulness of joy.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for money 
io increase the Gideons’ supply of Bibles 
in hotels from seven hundred thousand to 
two million, which would furnish all 
hotels in the United States with the 
Word of God. Pray for the British and 
Foreign Biblé Society in its effort to put 
Bibles in the vernacular in hotels in Siam, 
China, Japan, India, and Syria, 


Fri.—Luke 4: 16-21. Jesus Reading the Law. 


“As the maladies under which humanity 
groans are here set forth under the names 
of poverty, broken-heartedness, bondage, 
blindness, bruisedness (or crushedness), 
so, as the glorious Healer of all these 
maladies, Christ annoutices himself in the 
act of reading it, stopping the quotation 
just before it comes to ‘the way of ven- 
geancé, which was only to come on the 
rejecters of his message (John 3: 17).”— 
Jamieson, Fausset and Brown.  , 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
testimony of Mr. Harry Freeman, a 
Christian Jew, in Johannesburg, South 
Africa, to Jews, who from persecution 
and opposition have come to the point of 
eager listening. 

Sat.—Deuteronomy 6 : 1-9. 
Teaching the Law at Home. 

Miss Anna MacFedries, “the Jail 
Angel” of Pittsburgh, was telling at the 
Lake Odessa, Mich., Bible Conference 
this year of five girls she had recently 
dealt with, all mothers before the age of 
fifteen years. Cause, no home Bible train- 
ing. phe cause of so-called “crime 
waves” is the same. Not even the Sun- 
day-school is a substitute for teaching the 
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Word at home where the very 
od) be one of Scripture interpretation 
v.-7). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for mis- 
sionaries. in North China, and that, if it 
be God's will, threatened war between 
China and the Russian Soviet government 
may be avoided, 
Sun.—Psalm 119 : 97-104, Love for God’s Law. 

It is through meditating on the Word 
that we digest and betomie saturated 
with God’s truth (v.97). [tas more than a 
match for the cunning of enemies (v. 98). 
“Antiquity is no help against stupidity, 
where it does not accord with, God’s 
Word,” said Luther (see v. 100). -Mas- 
tering the Word avoids sin and judg= 
ment, and feeds the soul with divine honey 
(vs. 101-204). 


atmosphere 


Prayer Suocestions: Pray for ‘the ' 


Rev. James W. Bell in his work aniong 


the twenty-five thousand Pygmies in*a 


sixty thousam® square mile area-in’ the 
equatorial forest of Africa. 
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The General Epistle of James 


By R. E. NEIGHBOUR, D.D. 

There are tliose Christians who have sidetracked this 
little Book because they think it is solely for the Jews. 
In his first chapter, Dr. Neighbour proves clearly that 
this Epistle has.a decided message to the whole Church. 
The interpretations are sound and sane—an excellent 
commentary on the Book, 268 Seze 5K x7% 
inches. Cloth binding. Price, $1.25, 5 
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No. 1073 


Souvenirs That Will 
Please Young and Older 
Pupils 
$1.00 a 100 
No. 1031. Oak tree design “‘ Great 

oaks from little acorns grow.”’ 
No. 1032, Football design “ We 
put it over.” 
No. 1033. ‘‘ Tne World for Christ.” 
No. 1034. Wreath of autumn leaves 
*©We show our colors.” 


No. 1035, Airship design “The 
Spirit of Rally Day.” 
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Witherspoon Building 
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qr Church Street 


NEW YORK 





© colored designs, message and Scripture text. 
20 cents a dozen ; $1.25 a hundred 


ce | 1071. For Beginners. 
: es. “S girls sitting ata table. A very pretty Lorder, 


- 1072, For Primary, A boy and girl interested 
in a book. 


Rally Day! S322" Rally Day! 


1073. For Juniors. A pleasing design of a boy £ 


1074. For Young People. A very attractive 
design showing a Sontrntt of a boy and girl, 
Set in pretty border. : 

1075. For Seniors. A des'gn of a beautiful 
church in a modern setting. 

1076. For Adults. The interior of 4 church 
decerated with fall flowers and leaves. 

1050. For the Cradle 


Roll, A_niost pleasing 
design of a baby surrounded by bluebirds 
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Really Day and 
Special Offering 
-Envelopes 


Rally Day, with gummed 
flap—40 cents a hundred ; 


$3.50 a thousand, post- deacell i in our Rally 
= @ Special Offering, with slot 
_ 3 opening — $2.00 h 

E dred, postpaid. 


WESTMINSTER 


156 Fifth Avenue 
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GOLDEN GATES 
TO PRAYER 
$1.50 a hundred, postpaid 


Double Post Card size in cut-out 
form with tack to fasten the gates. 
Printed in colors. A beautiful design 
which Sane the gates through 
which the House of God is entered. 
When the folderis opened Hoffman’s 
**Face of the Christ”’ is seen and under 
it the invitation prepared by Amos 
R. Wells, 


“ Enter through the Golden. Gates. 
Man and woman, girl and boy !”” 





Invitations —Certifi- 
cates—Novelties— 
Souvenirs—Contest & 
Attendance plans, fully 


Day circular. Free on 
request. 
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